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LOS, GEE RGIS EO bd 
TO THE 


RIGHT HONORABLE, 
' And my very good Lord , 


EDMUND Lord SHEFFEILD. 
Lord Lieutenant in the North,. and Lord 
Preſident of his Highnefle Councel 
there; of the Noble O:der of 
the Garter, 


And to the Right Honourable and Re- 
lizious Ladies : the Lady Dowglaſſe his 
Mother, and Lady #rſul; bis Wife, 


andto all the yertuous off-ſpring of thar 
Noble Race, Grace and Peace, © c, 


Ive me leave ( Right Honou- 
rable ) ro pur you ail in one 
Epiſtle, whom God and na- 

ture have linked ſo well tos 

{ gether 3; Narure In the near- 

eſt bond, and God in the ho- 

lieft Religion. For a ſimple 

New- -years-Gifrt, I preſent you with as 

ſtrange aſtory, as ( out of the holy ſtories ) 

was ever heard, Will your Honours have 
the whole in brief, afore it be laid dowa at 
large, Thus it is : 
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The Epiſtle 


Galeacius Caracciolus, ſor and heir apda- 
rent to Calantonius CHMargn: ſe of Vicum 17 
Naples, brea, born, and brongizt up 1 Pope- 
ry, a Ceurts:r to Chatries the fifth, Ngphew to 
the Pope Paul the fourth, being marritd to 
the Dake of Nucernes Dau?  hter, aud havins 
by her ſix goodly Chilbes, at a Sermon of 
Peter Martyrs , was firſt touchea ; after by 
reading Scriptare and ether good meanes, was 
fully convertca ; laborred with his Lady, but 
could not perſwade bir, Therefore that he 
might enjoy Chriſt, and {crve him with a quiet 
conſcience, _—_ the Lands, Libings, and 
Honours of a Marqueſdome, the comforts of 
his Lad) fro Chilarci:, the pleaſures of Italy, 
his credit wth the Em: Peron » his himdret 
with the Pope, and for/ak1ms all for the love 
of Feſus Chriſ?, came ro Geneva, and there 
lived a poor and meas 2 but yet an honourable 
and an holy life , for forty yeares, And 
though his Father, bis Lady , his Kinſmen, 
yea, "the Emperour, an: the Pope, did all they 
could to reclaim him , yet continued he cons 
ftant to the end, aud lived and dyed the ble's 
ſed ſervant of God, leaving behind him a rare 
example to all Ages, 

This, (Riz hr honourable) 1s a Brief of the 
whole, andir is a ſtory admirable and imitable 


of any other in this latter age of the World. 
SOMC 


Dedicatory. 


Somme uſe to crave of great perſonages, nat 
to reſpect the vitt, but the giver ; but 1n this 
caſe I contraritwiſe cnrreat your Honors, not 
ro reſpect th2 giver, hut the gift : of the giver 
I ſay enough,if I ſay nothinz: but of the gite,lI 
mean of noble Galeacis,T fay too little whzn 
I have ſaid all I can.But this I mult needs ſay: 
fo religtous,ſo noble,ſo vercuous was the man, 
ſo reſolute,ſo holy,ſo heroical was the fact, fo 
{trange the bevinning,ſo admicadle and extra. 
ordinary the perſeverance,as if the (tory wer? 
not debafed by the rudznefs of my tranſl - 
on ; I dur{i ſay,none ſo great but might rezd 
ie,nor ſo good bur mizhtfoliowir, I may fay 
much rather than Faceb ; few and evil have my 
dayes been ; Yetin thele few dayes of mine 
ſomething have I ſeen; more have I read, 
more have I heard , yer never ſaw I,heard I, 
or read I any examplz ( all things laid toges 
ther ) more nearly ſeconcing the example of 
Mofes,than this, of this molt renown2d Mar- 
queſſe Galeacins, Moſes was the adopred Son 
of a Kin2s daughter, © a/eacires the natural 
Son,and Heir apparent to a Marquelis: Moſes, , 
a Courtier,in the Court of Pharaoh . G alea- 
C145 in the Court of the Emperor Charles thz 
fifth : Maſcs by adopiion akin toa Queen ; 
Gal:a:iu; by marriage akin to a Duke : by 
bloud,ſfon ta 2 Marqueſs, Nzphew to 2 Pope : 

A 3 "OC 


ſures of [in for a ſeaſon ; 
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CM ofes in pofhbllity of a Kinzdom ; he in 
pollethon of a Marqueſdome : "Me, es la his 
| youth brought up in the heatheniſm of Egypr; 


| Galcacins noozeled in the ſuperſitton of Po- 


pery : _ at laſt ſaw the tru:h and embra- 
ced it, fo did Galracins : Moſes openly fell 
from the heatheniſm of Eg ypr, ſo did © alea- 
c114 from the ſuperitition of Popery. Bur all 
this is nothing to that which they both ſuffer- 


{|}, edfortheir conſcience. What Moſes ſuffered, 


Saint Pazl tells us. Moles when he was come 
to years refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaohs 
danthter , and choſe rather to ſuffer adverſity 
with the people of Gol, thanto enjoy the plea- 
eſteemimg the rebuke 
of Chriſt greatcr riches than the treaſures of 
K2ypt : Nay » Moſes had rather be a baſe 
brick-maker among the oppreſſed 1/raelites, 

b:1ng true Chriſtians, than to be the ſon of a 
Kinzs daughter in the Court of Pharaoh a- 
monglt Idolaters, In like caſe, noble Galea- 

Cins, when he was come to yeares and know- 
ledge of Chii(t, refuſed to be called ſon .and 
heir to a Marqueſſe, Cup- bearer to an Empe- 
rour, Nephew toa Pope ; and choole rather 
to ſuffer affli&ion, perſecution, baniſhmenr, 

loſs of Lands, Livings, Wife, Children, Ho- 
nors and Preferments, than to enjoy the fin- 
full pleaſures of /taly for a ſeaſon , £ltceming 


the 
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Dediatory, ' 


the rebuke of Chriſt greater riches tha n the 
honours of a Marqueidome without Chit , 
and therefore ſeeing he muſt either want 
Chritt,or want them, he diſpoiled himſ21f of 
all theſe to gain Chriſt, 

If (Right Honourable) the wiſe fools of this 
world might have the cenſuring of rhefe two 
men and their actions, they would preſently 
judge them a couple of 1:1npaſhonate & ſtoical 
fellowes, or elſe melancholick and brain-fick 
men, to refuſe Marqueſdoms and Kingdoms 
for ſcruple of conſcience : but no matter as 
long as the men are Saints in Heaven,& their 
ations honoured of God 2nd his Angels; ad- 
mired of cood men, and neglzRed of none, 
but thoſe, who as they will not follow them 
onearth,ſoare they ſure never to follow them 
to heaven.So excellent was the fact of Moſes, 
and ſo heroical,that the holy Ghoſt vouchſafes | 
it remembrance,both in the old & new Teſta- 
ment, thar ſo the Church in all Ages mighe 
know it and admire it : and doth Chronicle it 
in the Epiſtle co the H:br:ws almolt ewo thou- 
ſand years aftey it was done. If God himſelf 
did ſo to Moſes , ſhall nor Gods Church be 
careful ro commend to poſterity this ſecond 
Moſes? whoſe love to Chriſt Jeſus was ſo zea- 
lous, and ſo inflamed by the heavenly fire of 


GodsSpirit, that no earthly temptations could 
A 4 either 
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either quench or abate ir, but co win Chriſt, 
and to enjoy him 1n the 1: berry of his Wo: d 
and Sacraments, he delicately contemned the 
nonours & pleaſures of the Marqueſdome of 
[icum. cum, one of the Paradiſes of Na- 
ples, Naples the P:radiſe of [taly: Italy of 
Errope: Emrope of the Earth : yet all thele 
Paradiſes were nothing to-him in compariſon 
of attaining the celeſtial Paradiſe, there to 
live with Jeſu Chriſt, 

If any Papiſts(mufing,as they uſe,and mea- 
ſuring us by thethſelves do ſuſpe& the [tory 
©o be ſome ſei 2ned thing, deviſed to allure 8 
entice the peoples minds,and to ſet a flouriſh 
upon our Religion, as rhey by a thouſand falſe 
and feigned tiories apd miracles uſe to do, I 
anſiver,firft inthe oene:al,far be it from us & 
our Religion to uſe ſuch means,either for our 
{:ives,or acainfi our adverſaries : no , W2 are 
content the Church of Rome have the olory of 
thar Garland, Popery being a ſandy , and a 
ſhaken,a rotten & a totterin? ” building,needs 
ſuch props to under-fet ic:buc truth dare ſhew 
her ſelf, & fears no colours. Bur for the partt- 
cular,I anſwer: cunniny lars{as many Monks 
were ) framed their tales of men that lived 
lon: agogand places afar off & unknown;that 
ſo their 1e20rts may Bot too eafily be brought 
to trial, But In this caſe it is far otherwiie, . 
the 


e 
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| the circutnſiances are notorious ; the perſons 


and places famouſly known : Vicum, Napler, 


 —Traly, G:neva, are places well known : Calan= 


tones his Father, Charles the fitth, his Lord & 
Maſter, Pope Pax! the fourth his Uncle, were 
perſons well known : examine elther places 
or perſons , andſpare none ; Truth ſecks no 
corners ; diſprove the ſtory Who can,we crave 
no ſparing : neither is the time too far palt, 
but may ſoon be examined. He was born with- 
in theſe three hundred years,and died at Gene- 
va, and h's ſons ſon ac this day 1« Marqueſle of 
Vicum, Let any Papilt do what he canyhe ſhall 
have more comfort in foilowing the example, 
than credit in ſeeking to diſprove the ſtory. 
In the courſe of my poor reading , ( Right 
Honourable ) I have often found mention of 
this noble Marq.and of his ſtrange converſion; 
but the Rory ir telf, I firſt found It in the ex- 
quiſite Library of the good Gent, Mr.Gee,ontz 
that honouts learning 1n others,and cheriſherh 
It in himſelf : and having not once read it,but 
often peruſed it , I rhoughr it grear lofle to 
our Chnrch co want ſo rare a Jewel;andthere-— 
fore could not bur rake the benefit of ſome 
toln hours to pur the ſame into our Tongue, 
for the benefit of my brethren in this Realm, 
who want knowledge in the Iralian and Larine 
Tongues, And now being tranſlated, —_— 
* offer 
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ofter and conſecrare it to my holy morher the 
Church of Erg/and, who may rejoyce to ſee 
her Religion ſpreading 1t ſelf privily in the 
heart of /raly : and to ſee the Popes Nephew 
become her Son. And next of all unto you 
(Right Honourable) to whom I am bound in 
{o many bonds of duty,and to whom this tory 
doth ſo fitly appzrtain, You( my honourable 
oo0d Lord ) may here ſee a noble Gentleman 
of your own rank, in deſcent,birth,education, 
advancements like your ſelf, to be like you al- 
ſo in the love and liking of the ſame holy Reli- 
gion. And you, good Madam, may here con- 
ceive and judge by your ſelf, how much more 
happy this noble Marqueſle had been, if hig 
Lady Madam Y':#oria had been like your ſelf : 
I mean, if ſhe had followed and accompanied 
her Lord in that his moſt holy and happy con- 
verfion. And you all (Right Honourable) in 
this noble Marqueſle,as in a cryſtal glafſe, may 
behold your ſelves, of whom I hope you will 
oive me leave to ſpeak(that which to the great 
eloty of God you ſpare not to ſpeak of your 
ſelves) thar you were once darkneſſe,but now 
are 1;ght in the Lord : Bleſſed bz that God the 
facher of 1ght,whoſe glorious light hath ſhined 
in your hearts. Behold(Right Honourable)you 
are not alone ; behold an 1:alrar; behold a 
noble Marqueſle hath broken the Ice,& = 

en 
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\dcn the path before you, Jn tim you may ſee 


that Gods Religion 1s as well in /raly as 10 Ex- 


be the ſeat of Aztichri/t,yer in the heatt there- 
of is a remnant of rhe Lord of Hoſts, 

You may ſee this Noble Maiqueſle in this 
ſtory now after bis death, whom 1D his lifetime 
ſo many Noble Princes defired io ſee, His bo- 
dy lies in the bowels of the earth, but his ſoul 
lives in H:aven in the boſome of J:ſus Chrilt, 
and his Re.izion in your hearts, and bis Name 
ſhall ive or cever in this tory, Accept 1: 
therefore (Right Honorable) & ut for my ſake 
you will vouchſafe to read 1t once over, I care 
ſay, that afterwards for your own ſake you will 
read It overand over again : which if you do, 
you ſhall find 1t will tic up your pure minds, 
and inflame your hearts with a yet more ezrn- 
elt zeal ro the Truth, and will be an cffeual 
meanes to encreaſe your faith , your fear of * 
God, your humility, patience, conſtancy, and 
all other vertues of Regeneration, And for 
my part, 1 freely and truly profeſſe,i have bin 
joft raviſhe with acmiration of this noble Ex- 
ainple, to ſee an /talian ſo cxcellznca Chriftt- 
4an, one ſo near the Pope, io near to Jeſus 

hriſt ; and ſuch bleſſed truic to bloſſom in the 

Popes own Garden and to ſee a Nobleman of 
Ztaly, forſake that for Chrilt,for which I fear 
many 


beth : I mean, that thovgh the face of J:a/p 
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many amon2ſt us would forſake Chriſt him 
ſelf, And ſurely ( I confefle truth) the ſerious | 
confideration of this fo late, ſo true,fo ſtrange } 
an Example, hath been a ſpur to my ſlowneſs, 
and whetted my dull ſpirits, and made me e-: 
ftcem more highly of Relivion than I did be-/! 
fore. I know it is an accuſation of my ſelf,and !! 
a diſcloſing of my own ſhame to confeſle thus) * 
much,burir is a glory to God,an honor to Re-14 
ligion,a credit to theTruth,and a praiſe to this 
noble Marqueſs,& therefore I will nor hide ir,z! 
And why ſhould I ſhame to confeſs it? when}* 
that famous and renowned man of God, holy! 
Calvin freely confeſſerh, ( as in the ſequel of 4 
this tory you ſhall hear ) that this Noblemans F 
Example did greatly confirm him in his Reli- JJ! 
gion,and did revive & firengthen his faith,and 1: 
cheer up all the holy Graces of God in him, "1 
And ſurely ( molt worthy Lord, and honorable 1s: 
Ladies ) this cannot but confirm and comfort {t 
you in your holy courſes, and as it were put a 
ne\v life unto the Graces of God in you,wher © 
you ſee, What? not the common people,bur e 
ven ſuch as were like your ſelves, have ſufferec i! 
for Religion; and when you ſee, that not onl) (u 
the poor and bafer ſort of men, but even « þ 


bad he vm AS an mos 


mighty and honourable ( as your ſelves are 
do think themſelves honoured by embracin:* 
R:ligion. Pardon my plainneſs, and too —_ 
| ol 


Dedicatory. 


| boldnefle with your Honours,and vouchſate to 
- Jaccept it as proceeding from one who much 
s | tendreth your Salvations, and rejoycerh-with 
e | may thouſands more , to behold the mighty 
5,1 & gracious work of God in you. Go forward, 
Noble Lord,in the Name of the Lord of hots, 
>. {till ro honour that honourable place you hold, 
4 till to defeac che vain expeRation of Gods E- 
154 Nemies; and tv ſatisfie the godly hopes and 
>.) defires of holy men : {till to diſcountenance 
is Popery and all prophanneſs : {till by your per- 
r.\ſonal dilicvence in frequenting holy exerciſes, 
-n.1co bring on that backward City : by your godly 
ly}Ciſctpline in your Family,to reform or to con- 
of demn the ciflolureneſs and diſorder of the moſt , 
ne4great Families 1a this Country: {ti]l co miniter 
j- Juſtice without delay, to cut up contentions, &: 
ad ſave the Lawyers labour : (till to relieve the fa- 
n, therleſs and the Widow, and help the poor a- 
1-.2ain{ their opprefſors : and which is all in all, 
1r1.(till ro ſubplant Superſtition , Popery, Igno- 
r 4.Tance and wilfull blindneſs :. and to plant and 
er diſperſe true Religion in that City, and theſe 
e.. Northern Countries. By all theſe means Riill 
e( ſhewing your (elf an holy and zealous Phinehas 
\1\ (under the great Phizehas our moſt worthy So- 
heaveraign ) to execute Gods judgement, and to 
e "Take vengeance on the Z:mri and Coxb of our 
n. Nation : namely, on Popery & Prophanneſle, 
icls K the 
lo: 
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the two great fins which have pull'd down! 


Gods plagues 5n our Land, and the due and 
zealous puniſhinent whereof , will be thz 
means to remove them. | 

But I wrong your Honours to trouble you! 
with cheſe my too many and too ragoed lines i 
and I wrong this Noble Gentleman, to cloath? 


his golden [tory with this my rude and home.) 
fpun Ergl:jh-(tile; and I wrong you all to} 
keep you ſo long from being acquainted with! 
this Noble Marqueſſe, ſo like your ſelves ; at. 
whoſe mzetin2 and acquaintance I am ſure! 
there wlil be ſo much rejoycing, and nu 
congratulating at the mighty & gracious work? 


of God in you all. The ſame God and merci- 


full Father I humbly beſeech,and ever will, ro! 
2ccompliſh his Food work in you, as he did in” 
that noble Marqueſle : andas he hath already 

made you ſo many wayesÞlzfled : bleſſed in 

your ſclves, bleſſed one in another, blefled in 

your converſions, bleficd above many, in your 
many and religious Children : fo at laſt he! 
may make you moſt of all blefled in your ends; 
that ſo after this Jife you may attain the eter- 
nal glory of a berter world, whither this Noble 
Marqueſs is gone before you, : | 


; 4 
Your Honnrrs im all Chriſtian dut A 
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To the Chriſtian and 


Courteous Reads x. 


Ood Reader, concerve 1 praythee, 
C that this tranſlation berng made 
atwuers years ago, and communt- 

cated to my private friends ;, I thought to 
have ſuppreſſed it from ſpreading further ; 
Eut being preſſed by importunity, and urged. 
with unaLoidable reaſons, I have now 


qielded to let it paſſe in publick : the 1a- 


ther conſidering, that at this day, almoſt e- 


very hour yields a new Book, y et many ages 
afford ſcarce one example like to this, 1 
have divided it 1nto Chapters for thy better 
eaſe in reading and remembring : and ſee- 
ing 1 find in other «Authors often ment1o72 
of this noble Marque ffe , and his heroicall 
fa : Ihave therefore not tred my ſelf pre- 

aſe 


| ll The Epiſtle, &«. 
| ciſely to the words of the Latine ory , but 4 
Jill keeping the ſenſe and ſcope, have [ometime | 
| enlarged my ſelf as the circumſtance ſeemed ® 


I! to require, or as 1 had warrant and diretion © 
| fromother ſtories. Read it with an hvly and || 
q an bumbly heart , and prayer to God, and | 
| account methy Debter, if thou think not thy 
Labour well beſtowed, And whe thou find- 
eſt a bleſſing , aud reapelt ſpiritual comfort | 


hereby, then vouchſafe to remember me in | , 
thy Prayers. | 


Thy brother in Chriſt, | 
/ 
IW.C Þþ 
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| OftheL inage , Birth , and Infancy of 


GALEAacius CARACCLOLUS, 
che Noble Macqueſle of.//zco. 
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CHAPTER. I. 


| My purpoſe is to commit t o nog , The 

Life of Galeacius Caracctolus : 4s 

being arare example of a moſt (trange 

| and{eldomeſeen conſtancy, in the de- 

1 fence of. godlineſſe and true Chriſtian 
Religion. 


EE was born at Naples,a re- 
no wnedCity in 7taly,in 

& + the month of fanuary, in 
p& the year of Chriſt 1514. 
| T he wery year when Lu- 
= ther began to preach the 
ofþel,] His fathers name was Ca/antonr y 
ho was deſcended of the AncEnt and No- 
le houſe of the Caracc:olies, in the Country 
f Capua. This Calantonius , even in his 
outh, was not only well re{peRed , bur 
| bighly 


2 The Life of Galeacius 


highly eſteemed, and a farmiliar fri-nd of thar 
Noble Prince of Orange, who after the raking 
& ſacking of Rome, was placed inthe room 
of the Duke of Burbor : yea his faithfullneſs 
and indultry was ſo well apptoved to rhe 
Prince ( as oftenttines afore, ſoeſpecially)at 
the ſiege of Naples, what time it was aflaul- 
red by Lotreching , as that afterward, when 
the Emperour Charlsthe fifth of that name, 
(who then was at Rome to receive the Impe- 
rial Crown, and other Ornaments of the 
Empire ) did appoinc the ſaid Prince with 
certain forces, to go and beſiege the City of 
Floyence ; he thought it needfull to rake the 
ſaid Ca/antomnus with him , for his wiſdome 
and grave counſel. From whence, when that 
ſervice was ended , he being ſent to Ceſar 
himſelf, he did ſe wiſely demean himſelf 
in.all his affazrs, and did fo ſuffictently ſarisfic 
the Emperour im all things, that he' made 


oood in every point, that worthy teſtimony | 


which the Prince had given of him,whereup- 


on he,being at that crime moſthonourably eny | 


tertained of the Emperour himſelf, was by 
- him not only advanced to the tate and title 
of a Ma1qis, bur alſo equally joyned in 
commiſſion with the Viceroy of Naples , 


(for his wiſdom and experience in all kind 


wf affairs ) tobe athitant unto him, andfel- 


- low 


pI his awno .. Fe i 
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Caracciolus, Marge: of Vice. 3 


low with himin ſwaylhg the Sceprer of thag 
Kip2dome. In which office and funRion he 
ſo cacried himſelf, as he won the good will 
of both ſmal and great,as well of the Nobles, 
as of the Commonalty : 'yea inſomuch as he 
was deeply invefted in the favour of the 
Emperour Charls , and King Philip his ſon. 
And ſo he continued in this dignity,till the 
lat day of his life, which was in the moneth 
of February, in the year x 562. he being him- 
ſelf more than threeſcore and- ten years of 
age, 

Such a father and no worſe had this G4- 
leacins. As for his mother , ſhe was deſcen- 
ded of che Noblz family of the Caraffi : and 
her own Brother was afterward Pope of 
Rome|\ T hat i Pope Paul the fourth. ] Which 
I affirm, not to that end,as though chis in ic 
ſelf was any true praiſe or honour ro Ga/ca- 
£348 , but that his love to trie Religion , 


| and his conftancy in defence thereof ( even 


agaimt ſuch mighry ones ) may appear ch2 
more admirable to all that hear ir, as it here- 
by did to all that knew him : Of which his 
love to true Religion , we ſhall ſpeak more 
anon, 

Galeacins being twenty years old, and 


| the only ſon of his mother , who was now 


deceaſed ; his father (alartonms being de- 
B 2 firous 
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firous to continue his ame, to'preſetve his 
houſe and poſterity, and to maintaine his 
eſtate and patiimony,whoſe lands amounted 
to the ſumme of five thouſand pounds a year 
and upward ; did therefore provide him a | 
Wife,a Virgin of noble birth,called Yittoriay | 
daughter to the Duke of Vacer;a, one of the | 
principal Peers of /:aly, with whom he had | 
in name of portion or dowry ſix thouſand | 
five hundred pourds.He ved with his wife 
Viftoria unto the yea' 155x. At which time *? 
he forſook houſe, family,- and couyitrey for: ; 
Re1igloris ſake : and in that time, JF had by ' 
his Wife fix children, ( four ſons and two / 
daughters.) His eldeſt ſon died at P arorma, 
in the year 1577. leaving behind him on ſon | 
and one daughter : the ſon obtaining by in- | 
hericance the Marqueſdom of Yicum , ( ar | 
moneſt divers oth: things)married a wife of | 
noble birth afore his Grandfather Galeacixe | 
died. By whom, asT hear, he hath rwo 
chiidren, ro whom this Galeacius iSgreat * 
Grandfather, | 
Now all theſe particulars do. I thus ſer down ! 
to-this end, that the perſeverance of ſogreat; 
a man miy appear the better by all rheie ctr» 
camftances,which is no leſte than a moſtglo-' 
rious victory over ſo many temptations, 
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CHAP. II. 


Of bis preferment at Court, aud the fir(t 06- 
caſtor of hrs converſ9en. 


Ade Marqueſs C4/antorins ſeeing fo-good 
: A hope of the. continuance of his houſe & 
polterity,defiring not to prelerve only,but.to 
increaſe & augment the:dignity-of his houſe, 
purpoſed: therefore: that. his ſon :Galeacins 
ſhould ſeek. fatther . honour, and: follow the 
Court, | Wherefare makingoffter of him.to 
the Empetour Charts ,_ he: was: moſt: kindly 
entertained into:the Emperots houſe and ſer» 
vice;and-ſoonafter wis-made the Emperors 
Gemleman-ſewet, In whichplace and office 


| withunſhott time, be both won the favour of 
he Nobilicy, andthereſt of che Court, arid 
| gfemtobeofiſpecidl account even with tho 
 Emperour himfelt; for all mens opiatjpn and 


Jadeement of bim was , tharthere was not 
one of many to be compared with him , for 
Innocency of life , .clegancy of manners , 


| ſqind judgement , and knowledge of many 
| £h1ngs, | Thus Galcacin; was inrall mens-6= 


pinions in rhe bizh way to all honour and e* 
tumation ; for the Prince whom he ſerved 
B 3 Was 


6 Thi Lifeof Galeacius: | 
was moſt mighty and the Monark of the big* }} 
geſt part of the Chriſtian world, Bur all chis Jn 
was little : for God, the King of Kings , of Jt; 
his fingular mercy and grace did purpoſe to Ja 
call him co far grearer dignity, and to-mote Jo 
{| certain and durable riches. And this ſo great Je: 
and rare. a work did the Lord bring to paſs, ſv; 
by ſtrang and ſpecial means.” So it was that JF 
in thoſe days, a certain Spaniard, a Noble jn 
man did ſojourn at Naples,who had to name jhi 
Fohannes Waldeſius ; this Gentleman being jt 
come to ſome knowledge of the truth of the jt} 
Goſpel;and eſpecially of the Do&rine of Ju+ſfii 
ſification; uſed ofren'to confer with,andts Ife 
| inſtruct divers other Noblemen, his compa: fin 
' nions and farhiltars, in points ofReligton , 
| confuting the falfe opinions. of our own in< fin 
ll | herent juſtification, & of chemerirs of good fge 
f works,and ſo contequently, dereing the' ya«Pi! 
# nity of many Popich points, and the fondneſs 
of their ſuperſtitions by which means hefric 
ſo preyailed, or rather the Lord by bim, thathule 
divers of cheſe Noble Gentlemen began' tojon 

Creep out of Poptſh darkneſs, and ro perceive 

ſome lighr of the truth : Ambngſt theſe was ” 
| there one Fohamnes Frauciſcus Caſarta,a Np 
[1 bk Gentleman and kinſman-+co this our Ga-Pf 
| teacins, nat 
Of this Gentleman, firſt of all did G a/cac: 


heat} ** 
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* {hear divers things in conference , which ſee- 
med to him much contrary to the courſe of 
the vain world ; yea, much to croſs even his 
age and eftate,and courſe of life ; as namely 
of the true means of cur juſithcation , of the 
excellency and power of Gods Word, of the 
vanicy of the moſt of Popith ſuperſtitions, &c. 
For Galcacins efteemed and uſed this Gent[e- 
man,as his familiar friend, both being near of 
his blood, & eſpecially for that he was a Gen- 
tleman, of very good parts, Now although 
the ſpeeches of this Gentleman did not at the 
\«ffirft fo fat prevail with him, as'to make him 
d {forſake the vanities of thisllife ; notwirſtand- 
+ fins It was not altogether In vain : for that 
30d Which had orgained him to be a ſpecial 
nſftrument of his glory , would not ſuffer ſo 
poOod ſeed to periſh , though it ſeemed for a 
ime to be caſt even amongſt thorns : neither 
vill ic be beſide the purpoſe ro ſer down par» 
eficularly the means which it pleaſed God ro 
ithiſe for the working of this trance converh- 
ojoh + among which this was one, 
'e 
10 
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< CHAP. 111, 
Df the means of bis further ſanfiification. 
A T that time, Peter Martyr Vermilins, a 


Florentine, Was a publick Preacher and 
B 4 Reader 
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|| ' Readerat Naples, This man was? Canon re» & 

| | gular (astheycall them) a man ſince then of | 

Y gr-a* name tor, his ſingular knowledge 1n- fra 

Chriſtian religion, his oodly manners and be- 'T 
haviours,andt for his ſweet and copious teach- 

« ing; for he afterwards caſting away his | 
Monks cowle,and renouncing the ſuperil't-fſc 
ons of Popery , he ſhon ſo brighely 1 in Gods te 
Church,that h: diſperſed andftran;ly droveJo 
away the darkneſs and miſt of Popzry, , Ge-Fla 

| leaciaswas gnce content at Ceſarta his mo-Jif 

| tion to be drawn to hear Peter Mar: yrs Sereja 
mon ; yer notſo much for any defire he hadJar 
| | ro 1:arn, as moved and tickled. with a curi-{ 

[38 ous humour to hear ſo famous a man as thenſty 

| | CH artyr was accounted. Ar that time Peterfiy 

| Martyr was in hand with -Pauls firt Epitlefch 
| | ro the Corinthians, and-as he was ſhewingſe de 
| the weakneſs and deceitfullng(s of the judgeÞ 

FP ment of mans reaſon in ſpiritual things, ade 

likewiſe the power and eſficacy of the Wordb, 
of Gol, in-thoſe men, in. whom the Lortkn 
worketh by his Spirit amgnglt other thinghre! 
he uſed this fmily 0: compariſon : It a marſth; 
| walking ina larze place,ſee a far off men an@lin 
wemen dancin? tozether, and hear no ſounÞpi 
of Inſtrument, be will judge. them mad,or ahys 
lealt fooliſhs bur if he come nearer them,yn , 
ll} # perceive cheir order , and bear their Muſich 
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&nd mark their meaſures and their courſes,he 
ill chen be of arother minde, ano not only 
ake d2lighr in ſeeing them, but feel a dzfire 
$n himſelfto bear them company and dance 
wich chem, Even the ſame ( ſaid AMartyr)be- 
 Fides many men , who when'they behold in 
- Fothers a ſudden and -great change of their 
$Ylooks, apparcl, behaviour, and whale courſe 
eJol life,at the firſt fizhe theyampute 1c tomes 
-Wancholy, or ſome otherfoolah hutaoury bur 
-Fif they look more narrowly into the marter; 
-$and begin to hear and perceive the harmony 
djand ſweet conſent of Gods ſpirit , and hig 
-{Word in them; (by the joynt power of which 
njtwo gXhis change was made and wrought; 
engwhich afore they accounted tolly)-then they 
lechange their opinion of themand firlt of-all 
12Þe21n to like them, and thar chang in them-z 
24nd afterward feel in themſelves a morion-& 
agdeſire ro imirate them and co be of'the nume 
rdber of ſuch men, who forfaking -the World 
r&and his vanities; do thiak that they ought to 
SFreform their lives by the rule of the Gofpeh, - 
arfthat.ſo they may cone to true and ſound hd. 
nglineſs,Th's compariſon by the grace of God; 
nÞpiric wrouzht ſo wonderfully with Galtace 
rays ( as himſelf hath ofren told his Friends; ) 
nEbat from that hour þe reſoly'd with himſelf, 
ckMore carefully to reſtrain bis affeRtions from 
n | foliowing 
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following the world and his pleaſures, as be-& 
fore they did, and to ſer his mind about ſeek- 
ing out: the truth of Religion, and the way of 
true happineſs, | 
[ See how the firſt ſtep of a mans conver ſionl 
from Popery ts true and ſound mortification of 
carnal lufts, and a change of life. See alſo how\ 
the. firſt means to bring a man out of error to 
the erath, u« ſtudy of holy Seriptures, | 1 
To this purpoſe, he began to read the Scrip- 
tures every day, being perſwaded, that truthfn 
of Religion, and ſoundneſſe of wildom,was, 
to be drawn out of that fountain, and thath} 
the high way to heaven was thence to bes 
ſought. And further, all his acquaintance andþe; 
familiaricy did he turn into ſuch company 
as out of whoſe life and conferences he wagh1t 
perſwaded he might reap the fruit of godly, 
eſſe and a pure Religion, And thus farre$hn; 
in this ſhort time. had the Lord wrought 
wich him by that Sermon : asfirſt,to conſidetng 
whether he were right or no; ſecondly , td, 
gake up a continual exerciſe. of readingþ; | 
Scriptute: thirdly,to change his former com,q 
Pany, and make choice of berrer. And thi$qp 
was done in the'year 1541, Andin the fouh { 
and twenciecth year of his age, key 
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| CHAP. IV. 


»Qf the © ſtrange cenſures the World gave of 
fl bis c onverſien, and how the better ſort 
"1 rejoyced at it. 
1 
©D UT when this ſudden alteration of chig 
I) Noble and young Galeacin was ſeen 
Mind perceived in Vapley, it can be ſcarce ſer 
SJown bow greatly it amazed his companions; 
hich as yer cleaved to the world and tothe 
Iffe&ions of the fleſh : many of them able to 
Gender no cauſe of it, could not tell whatto 
/ Þy of it ; ſome judged ir bur a melancholick 
aPFaſhon : others thoughr it plain folly , 4nd 
Jared he would become {imple and doting, 
[Ynd that his wic began by ſome mean ro 
Ne empaired. Thus every one gave his verdi& 
elInd cenſure of him , but all wondred , and 
[Foubted what ic would turn to. But the bet = 
dÞ&r ſort of men, and {uch as feared God, and 
myad their mind inliehtned with ſome knows 
dge of Religion, as they wondred no le(s 
up ſee ſo great a change in ſo great a man, 'ſ6 
kewiſe they were ſurprized with exceeding 
dy to ſee it : for they were perſwaded, that 
\PÞod had ſome great and extraordinary Work 


in 
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init? that a youn2 Gallant, a Noble man of 
ſuch wealth, and honour as he was, living in 
ſuch delight and pleaſares , in ſo general a 
corruption of lite, boch in Court and Coun- 
tire "bur eſpecially his az2e, nobilicy, wealth, 
and honour ' being joyned with the wancon 
deliciouſneſs of rhe Courtly life. : I ſay, that 
ſuch a man ſhould be indued wich the ſpirit 
of holineſ(;, and.ſofar afteRed with Repen. 
tance,4s that he ſhould cont:zmn: all thoſe jn 
reſpe& of Heaven ; they eltzemed of it (as ic 
waz indeed ) a rare matter, and ſeldom ſeen 
in the world: and therefore they greatly re- 
jayced at it,and praiſed the Lord on his be- 
half,  Among{t thoſe men that thus rejoy=« 
ced at his coverſi-n , was one. Marcus An- 
rowtus Flaomimizs , aScholar of great name, 
& af excellent: Pozt,as his Parapbraſe on the; 
Palms, and ogher very god Poems do (uffi- 
ciencly teſtify. Ge/cacius about this time re- 
ceived a Letter from this F/4912:45, wherein 
he did congratulate,and rejoyce with bim,fot 
the. grace & gifr of God,which was beſtowed 
on him in his. converſion, This Lecrer I 
thought good toinſert into the body of this 
pry,(as being worthy of-no lefle)ro the end 
that it might be a witneſs,in times to come 
of the good. opinion which ſuch men had 
£qngeived of aim,who kneiv the foundation 
jd 


"#4 


» 


—_—— 


Os 


[ 


by 


WINNESS7Z 
Mi > JA 


" 


N HA; 77 
LY 


WA 
un ki 
WWW 


li Zo 

| = a; * ad | 
NUTT TNIONg Us. 
194087 . 


Alar: Aut: Flameniu 5,a great Scholar inJtal crit 
to aleactus,and cngranatt with hum, for k ho h 
happy change. Pp: 


”"# 


£. 
: 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Ficos -T3 


of true juſtification , though they were yer 
poſſeſſed with other errours,as about the Sz- 
craments, and of the Ma(s,&c, which alas,2s 
yet they were not able to diſcerryof ,as after 
by the greater grace of God this Galeacins 
did, The Copy of the Lecrer is this. 


- WT 


—_—L____ 
P ——_— —_—_——CCWK__ 


A 


CHAP.V. F 


Marcus Antonius Flaminius , 4 great 


Scholar in Italy, writeth to Galeacius, 
and congratulateth with him , for his 
holy and happy change. 


To the Right Honourable , Galeactiz 


Caracciolu. 


Ight Noble Lord when I confider ſeri- 
ouſly rheſe words of Pax/,Brethren,you 

ſee your calling, that not many noble, not mas 
ny wiſe, according to the fleſh,not many might y 
are Called: but God hath choſen the fookiſh 
things of this world to conf ound the wil, e, and 
weak things to confound the mighty , and baſe 
things inthe world , and things not accounted 
of, and things that are not, to bring to nought 
things that are When, I fay, 1 confiter 
of 
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of cheſe words ſo often,I admire at chat rare 
Dlefſing of God,which he hath voucbſafed ro 
you a Noble and mighty man : namely, thac 
he ſhould grace youwith that true & incom - 
parable Nobility , which is attained by crue 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus,and a holy life. As much 

reater as this blefling is, ſo much the more 
holy and fincere ought your life to be,and ſo 
much the more uprighr are you to walk with 
your God; left that your thorns ( that is 
tiches , ' pleaſures, and honour, ) ſhould 


choke the ſeed of the Goſpel, which 1s ſown 


'In you. | 

or this I am ſure of, that God hath begyn 
fome great work inyou , which he will fi” 
niſh to the glory of his own name, and will 
bring to paſſe ; that as heretofore you had 
care ſo to live a Noble man amongſt Noble 
men, that you might obſerve the decorum 
and maintain the dignity of Nobilicy:ſo here- 
afcer char you may employ your whole ſelf 
In this, thar you may defend and uphold the 
honour and dignity of the children of God ; 
whoſe duty it is toaime at the perfetion of 
their father with all endeavours ; and in cheir 
life upon the earrh co reſemble that holy and 


heavenly life, w®*.chey (hall lead in the world |, 


ro come.Call to mind continually ( my good 


Lord )in all your words and deeds, that we | 
arc | 
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are graced with this honour ro be made the 
ſons of God by Jeſus Chriſt :for that medita- 
tion Will by the help of the holy Ghoſt, work 
this care in us , that we never commit any 
thivg unworchy of chat holy name of Chriſt, 
by which we are called, And yet alas, ſuch is 
our eſtare,as that if We do endeavour to pleaſe 
Chriſt,we are ſure to diſpleaſe men,and muſt 
be content to contemn the vain glory of 
the world, that we may injoy heavenly and 
eternal glory with God ; for it is impoſſible 
( as Chriſt ſaith) for bins to believe in God 
which (cek,s the honor and praiſe of men,l mean 
of rhe men of this world,which as the kingly 


Prophet ſaith,are /:ghter and vainer than vas 


nity it ſelf, And therefore their-judgement 
is lictle worth , and leſs to be eſteemed: 
bur rather che judgement of God, who 
ſeeth not all our actions onely, but even our 
molt hidden thoughts and purpoſes. Which 
being ſo,were 1c not folly & madneſs to dife 
pleaie ſuch a God,to pleaſe ſo fond a world? 
It were a ſhameful thing, if a Wife ſhould in- 
deavour to pleaſe other men, rather than her 
Husband, How much more then unworthy ig 
It, if our ſouls (hould rather aime to pleaſe 
the vain world,rhan their moſt holy Spouſe 
Chrig Jeſus ? If the only Son of God was 
content not only to be reviled,yea,and (cour- 


ced 
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ped, bur eventodie upon the Croſs as a curs 
ſed 'mal: factor , and all for us: why ſhould 
nor'we much more bear paticntly the raunts 
and mocks ; yea even the {11nders of Gods 
enemies? Ler u$ therefore arme our ſelves as 
it were with a holy pride,and(in a fort) ſcorn 
and laugh at their mocks, and putting upon 
tus mercy and pitry as the feeling members of 
Chrcift, ler us bewaile fo great blindnelle in 
them, and ler us intreat the Lord for them, 
ro'pull them out of that palpable dirkneſle 
into his true and marvellous lighr, left Satan 
bind them to himſelf in his everlaſting pren- 
riiffip;and ſo being his bond-ſlaves,and hited 
fworn ſervants of his black guard , do ſend 
them out to perſecute Jeſus Chriſt in his 
members, Which when they have done all 
they can,and all that the Divel cheic Maſter 
can teach them, though the Divel himſelf 
ſhould burſt wich malice, and they for anger 
rind their ceeth;yer ſhall it all tend co the 
maznifying of Gods glory,which chey labour 


to obſcure,and to the furtherance of their ſal- 
'vation,whom they ſo diſdained:yea, tothe 1n- 


. WL" — 


creaſe of their glory in x betrer world, whom | 


in this world they thought worthy of nothing, 
bur all diſerace: And ſurely (my moſt honora- 
blz Lord)he that is poſſeſſed with rhe cer- 
rinty of this faich, will without doubt make 
open 
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open war With the corrupt affections of his 
own nature, and with all the world, yea, eve 
with the Divel himſelf ; and will not doubt but 
In time even to overcome them all, Therefore 
let us humble our ſelves to our God & Father 
everlaſtin2, thar he would increaſe thar faith 
inus, andbring forth in us thoſe mott bleſſed 
and fweet fruits of faith 1n our hearts and hves, 
which he uſeth to work in them whom he 
hath eleRe1 : that ſo our faith may appear nor 
a fained, but a true faith : not a dead, bur a liv- 
ing faich : nor a humane , but a divine work in 
vs 2 thar ſo it mÞÞ: to us an infallible pledge 
of our ſalvation to come. Ler us l:bour ro 
ſhe our ſelves the legirimate and undoubted 
children of God, in ſecking above all rhings, 
chat his moſt holy name may be ſanAtrfied in 
our ſelves and ochers; and in imirating his 
admirable love and gentleneflze, which makes 
his Sun co ſhine on good and bad, Let ug 
worſhip his heavenly Majeſty 1n ſpirit and 
truch : and letusyeeld up the temvle of our 
hearts to Ch:ift Jeſus, a$an accevtable ſacri- 
fice unto him ; yea , let us ſhew our ſelves 
members of rhe heavenly high Prieſt Chrift 
Feſus, tn ſacrificing to Godlour bodies, and in 
ctucifying the fleſh with the affeRion,and luis 
chereof ; that fin bein» dead, God may create 
it ug& dpiricual life, whereby Chriſt Jeſus may 
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livein us. Let us dye to fin, and dye toour 
ſelves, and tothe world, that we may live 


| bleſſedly to God and Chriſt Jeſus : yea let us 


acknowledge and ſhew by our lives, that we 
were once dead ; bur now are raiſed tothe 
life of grace , by the poiyer of Chrilt Jeſus. 
Ler our converſation be heavenly , though 
we live on theeatth : let us begin that life 
here,which we hope to lead in heaven : let the 
Image of God ſhine bright in us : let us dif. 
orace and wear out the old Image gf fin and 


Chriſt Jeſus, that all that may acknow- 
ledge Gods Image tn us, ich holy Image 
of grace , as it 1s beautifull and glorious in all 
Gods Saints; ſo in you ( my good Lord) it 
ſhall be ſ@ much more glorious , in as much as 
you go before others in Birth , Nobility , Ho- 
nour , anf high Place. O whata pleaſant 
fght is 1t to all true Chriſtian men , yea to the 
Anzels ; yea how acceptable to the Lord hime- 
ſelf, to behold a man of your place and eſtate 
ſo farre to forget the world and deny him- 
ſelf: ſodeeply to conſider the frailty of his 
own nature, and the vanity of all temporal 
things, as to ſay with Chriſt, 7 am a worms and 
0 man: and tocry out with David , twrz thy 
face ts me yt and have mercy upon me , for I am 
deſolate and poor ,, O Happy and true rich an ? 
WAIC 


Satan, and labour to rigs Image of 
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which hath attained to this ſpiritual and hea» 
venly poverty , and can give a farewell to 
himſelf and the world , and all things that he 
bach for Chrifſts ſake , and can freely renounce 
and forſake carnal reaſon , humane learning , 
company , and counſel of friends , wealth , 
honours, Lordſhips, pleaſures of all ſorts , de- 
light of the Court , high places, and prefer- 
ments, dienity , and offices ; yea, favour of 
Princes ; yea, -his own ſelf! How welcome 
(hall he be co Chriſt , which can deny all thoſe 
for Chriſt's ſake > Such a one may 2o for a 
fool in the world*; bur he ſhall be of the Al- 
mighties.counſcl, ſuch' a man knoweth that 
feliciry confilts not in apy thing that this 
world. can afford , and therefore in the midft 
of all his wealth and abundance, he criech our 
ro God as though: he had nothing , even our 
of the feeling of his heart ; Grve 2 this day 
our daily Breal, Such a man preferreth the 
rebuke of Chriſt before the honour of the 
world , andthe afflitions of Chriſts Religion, 
before the pleaſures of the world : and be. 
cauſe he deſpiſed all things in reſpe& of Chritt, 
and his righreouſneſle, and is poſſeſſed and 
orounded with Gods ſpirit ; therefore he 
fings wich true joy of heart wich the kingly 
Prophet 3 The Lord :5 my Shepheard, therefore 
1 can want nothing 3 mither will I fear hun- 

C 2 ger 
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er or any outward thing , he feeds me in green 
paſture , @nd leads me forth beſide the water of 
comfort, This man diſtrufts himielf and all 
the cleatures in the world, that he may cruſt 
and cleave only unto God : neither aimes 
he at any pleaſure , any wiſdom , any honour , 
any riches , any c:<dit or elt1marion, bur ſuch 
as comes from God himſcif: and therefore 
profeſſeth with the fame Prophet. 7 have 
one 1n heaven but thee alone , and none in the 
earth do 1 deſire but thee : my fleſh conſumerh 
with longing after th:e , and thog Lord art my 
heritage and portion for ever, He that ſpake 
thus was a Wealthy and a mighty King, yer 
ſuffered he not theeyes of his mind to be 
blinded or dazled wich the vlitteripg glory of 
riches, pleaſures, or honour,or ought elſe that 
a Kingdom could give ? for he knew well 
that they all came of God, and were held un- 
der God, and muſt all be uſed to his glory » 
and that he that gave them hath far bercer 
things to give his children, And therefore 
that King and Prophet makes his heavenly 
proclamation before all his people ; Blefſed 
art thin, O Lord God our Father for ever and 
ever : thine O Lord ts greatneſſe, ani prwer and 
glory , and viftory * all that us n heaven and 
earth is thine, thine 1s the Kingdome, Lord, and 
thou excell:ft as head over all, riches and he-+ 
nour 
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nouy come of thee, and thou art Loyd of all : tn 
t hy hands is power, and ftrength,and honour, and 
dignity, and King owes ate in thy drfpoſition : 
th:refore we grve thee thanks O God, and we 
extol thy great and glorious name, But who am 
I, and what 1s my people, that we ſhould promiſe 
ſuch things tothee ? For we are ſtrangers before 
thee , and ſojourners as all our fathers were ; our 
days are like a ſhadow #01 the earth, and here 
1s n0 ab$4ing, 

See how David cannot content himſelf 
in abafing himſelf, and extolling the Lord : 
and. in how 'many words his affe&ions utter 
themſelves, This was Davids medication, and 
ler this be your Looking-glals: in this Looking- 
glaſs look once a day, and pray daily, that God 
would {t1]l open your eyes to behold your own 
vileneſſe; and his incomprehenſible power 
and love to you, that with King David you 
may humble your ſelf under the mighty hand 
of his Majeſty , and acknowledge all power 
and glory to belong to God afdne , that ſo you 
may bz made partakes of thoſe heavenly gra- 
ces which God beſtoweth not on the proud 
and lofty , but on the humble and meek, Re- 
member that ordinance of the erernal God, 
that ſaith: Zert mor the wiſe man glory im his 
w1iſdome, nor the ſtrong man in his ſtrength , nor 
the rich max in his riches, but let him that glo- 
C 3 rieth 
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rieth glory in this, in that h; underſtandeth and 
k noweth me , that I amthe Lord which do mer- 
Cy and juſtice on earth : for th:ſe things pleaſe 
w,ſaiththe Lord, Therefore (my good Lord ) 
If you liſt co boaſt, boaſt not as the world doth, 
that you are rich, or that you are of noble 
birth , or that you are in fayonr with the Em- 
_— and other Princes, or that you are 
elk apparent of a rich Marqueſdom , or that 
you have married ſ6 Noble a Woman : leave 
this king of boaſting co them , who have their 
minds glued to: the World , and therefore 
have no better things ro boaſt on : whoſe por- 
+ tion being here inthislife , they can look for 
nothing in Heaven, But rather rejoyce you 
are entred into the Kingdom of grace ; glory 
In this, char the King of Kings hath had mercy 
on you, and hath drawn you out of the miſty 
darkneſle of crrours, hath given you to feel his 
endlefſe love and mercy in Chriſt, hath made 
you of the child of wrath, his own ſan; of 
a ſervant-to ſimand the Divel, and heir of 
Heaven ; and of a bondſlave to Hell, a free 
Deniſon of the heavenly Jeruſalem ; and glo- 
ry in this,, that even Chrift Jeſus himſelf is 
oiven you , and made your own , and with 
him all chings elſe, So that as Pau! ſaith, eAl 
: are yours , whether the world, or life, or death , 
things preſent, or things to come, all are yours 
FN | ut 
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in and by Chrif , who 1s the only felicicy of 
our ſonls : and therefore wholoever have 
him, have with hinyall things elſe. This is the 
true glory and the ſound boaſting of Chriſtian- 
ity : for hereby is Gods metcy extolled , and 
mans Pride trodden under foot, by which a 
man truſting too much ro: himſelf, rebellech 
a22inlt God, This glorious boaſting makes us 
humble even in our highe(t honours, modeſt & 
meek in proſperity , patient and quict in ad» 
verſity ; in croubles ſtrong and couragious , 
oentle towards all men, joyfull in hope , fer- 
vent in prayer, full of the lovz of Gad, bur 
empty of all love of our ſelves or ought in the 
world: yea, it makes us Chrilts true bead(- 
men , and his ſworn ſervants, and makes us 
yelld up our ſclves wholly to imitace and fol. 
low Chriſt, and to eſteem all things elſe as 
frail and vain ;' yea dung and droſs that we may 
win him, 

Right Honorable and my good Lord , you 
ſee thar I am ſo willingly employed in this 
ſervice of writing to your -Honour , and in 
conferring with you of heavenly matters, thac 
I have forgor my ſclf or rather your Honour ' 
in being ſo tedious, which in the beginning I 
purpoſed not. Iam privy co my ſelf and of 
my own jgnorance ; and guilty of mine own 
inſufficiency , as being fitter to be a ſcholar 
C 4 than 
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than a teacher : and to hear and learn my ſelf, 
-xather than to' reach others : and therefore I 
crave pardon of your Hononr, Farewell, The 
molt - reverend Embaſſadour defireth in bis 
heart he had occaſion ro teſtify indeed , thar 
frue good will which in his ſoul he bears you : 
In the mean time he ſalutes you , and ſo doth 
the illuftrious Princeſs of P,ſcar/a her highneſs; 
and all other the honourable perſonages which 
are with me : all which rejoyce for this good 
work of Godin you, and in all kindnefle do 
kifſe your bands ; and they do all earneſtly in- 
treat the Lord for you, that he that hath begun 
ſo great a work in you, would accompliſh the 
ſame tothe end ; and the richer you are in 
temporal 2oods, in Lands,and Lordſhips, that 
he would make you ſo much the more poor in 
ſpirit z rhar ſo your ſpiritual poverry, may do 
that which your worldly riches and honor can- 
not: namely, bring you at laſt to the eternal 
and never fading richesof the world to come : 
Amen: Farewel. From Y:rurbium; | 


Your Honours moſt humbly addifled,and 
mot loving Bret her in Chriſt, 


M. Antomug Flaminlus. 
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'CHADP. VI. 


Of the many temptations the Drvuel ufed to 
pull bim back , as by his Father, his wife, 
 @nd by Noble men of his acquaintance. 


Y this and other holy means Galeacius 
was confirmed in the do&rine of the 
truth , and went forward conſtantly in the 
courſe of Gods calling , and the way of god- 
lineſſe, But the more couraviouſly he went on , 
the more fiercely the: Divel raged againſt him 
by his remptarions , endeavouring thereby 
to hinder him in that happy courſe : yea and 
if it were poſſible to drive him back again 3 
which courſe he commonly- takes againſt 
thofe, who have propounded to themſelves 
ro tame theyfebeilion of the fleſh and to relin- 
quiſh the ' vanities of the world, And firſt 
proc , this zealous 'courſe of his in Religion 


rocured him an infinite number of mocks, 
nd made him ſubje& to moſt vile {landers ; 
ſyea made him incure the hatred of a great 
mumber , but eſpecially, did he herein diſ- 
leaſe and vex his father as one that was not 
onethat was not only of a contrary _——_ , 
6 ut 
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bur one Who only intended the honour of 
his houſe and the advancing of his poſte rity, 
co all the Honour that mighe be which in 
reſpeCt of religion Galeacins cared not for at 
alt: and therefore he did often ſharply chidc 
him, and charged him with his fatherly au- 
thority » fo put away thoſe melancholly 
concelts (as he termed them. ) No doubr 
but this was moſt orievous to him , who al- 
ways Was moſt ſubmiſſe and obedient to his 
father. 

But another grief did more 1nwardly 
affli him , which was in reſpec of his wite 
Vfloria, Who though ſhe was always 
a- moſt kind and durifull- Waite , as alſo very 
wiſe, yer ſhe would by no-means yeild' to 
this motion and chang of Religion ; becauſe 
ſhe thought and feared jt. would breed infa- 
my and a reproach to her ſelf and her houſe; 
and therefore was continually working on 
him by all means and devices ſhgycould : la- 
bouring to.'move him by. tears” and com- 
plaints , and by all kinds of intreaty that a 
wife could uſe to her busband : and withall 
ſometimes urging him with ſuch vain 'and 
fond reaſons as commonly women of that Re- 
Iigion are futniſhed' wichall, What a vex- 
ation this was, and what an impediment:- to his 
' Converſion , ſuch may judge eahly, whayare 
£4 umM- 
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4 cumbered with Husbands or Wives of a 
contrary Religion, And no little grief and 
rempration Was it to him , beſides all, rheſe 
that the moſt part of the: Noble men in and 

' about Naples ( being either of his blood, -or 

| kindred, or his familiar fricnds ) uſed continu- 

| ally to reſort unto him , co follow their old 
and ordtnary ſports and pleaſures: .Alas haw 

hard a thing was it to ſhake off all cheſe on a 

ſudden, and to takz upon him' a dire& contra- 

ry courſe of life to thacthe had Ted with them 
afote; which he muſt needs do, if he would 

. Bo on as he had begun ?. And further , 1t 

was no little vexation to his ſoul, to live in 

the Court , when his office and place -calted 
him thereunto : for there he might hear of 

any thing rather than of Religion , 'and not a 

word by any means of Gods Word, where- 

| by to fave. bis ſoul , but ratk enough of 
common and worldly preferments and plea- 
ſures, and deviſing of means for. the moſi 
| cruel handling and diſpatching out of the 
way allſuch as ſhould depart from the  Ro- 
" miſh faith, Any Chriſtian beart -may. eafily 
conceive how deeply thoſe temptations and 
hindrances 'vexed his righeeous ſoul in this 
his courſe towards God : in ſo much as a 
thouſand ro one , they bad turned bim back a- 
gain ; and Coubtleſſe they had done ſo indeed, 
had 
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had turned him back again; and doubtlefle 
they had done ſo indeed, had not God aflilted 
him with ſpecial grace, 


— 
—_— _ tm 


CHAP. VII. 


How he eſcaped the ſnares of the Arrians, A- 
nebeptift , and after of the Waldefi ans : 
and of his reſolution to leave his Countrey, 
honours and li vings, to enjoy the benefit of 
Gods Religion. 


Ut above all theſe , Satan had one aflaulr 
ttrongeſt of all , whereby he arrerapred 
to ſeduce him from-the true and fincere Reliyt- 
on of God, - About that time the Realm of 
Naples was ſore peſired with Arrians, and A- 
nabapriſts, who-<daily broched their herefies 
amoneſt the common people, colouring. them 
over with glorious ſhews. Theſe fellows per- 
ceivin2 Galeaciys not fully. ſerled-as yet in 
Religion, nor yer ſufficiently grounded 1n the 
Scripture, tried- all means they could to in- 
rangle him in thetic errours and blaſphemous 
fancies; wherein the mighty work of God 
was admirable towards him : for he being a 
youth, a gentleman,, bur a mean ſcholar po 
utlz 
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little Rudied , and bur lately entred into the 


School of Chriſtian Religion $ who would 


bave thought that ever he could have reſiſted 
and eſcaped the ſnares of thoſe hereticks : 
many of tem being great and grounded 
Scholars and rhroughly ſtudied in the Scrip= 
ture ? Notwithftanding , by the fincere Gm- 
plicity and plainefſe of Gods truth , and-the 
inſpiration of the Holy Glioſt , he not only 
deſcried the foncneſſe of their herefies; bur 
even unt#d the knots, and brake their nets 


and deliv himſelf, and mightily confur- 


ed them :|yea ſuch was the working of God, 
as being ſomerime in their meetings, he 
was ſtrongly confirmed in the dodrine of the 
truth by ſeeing and hearing them, ' Thus by 
Gods mercy he eſcaped and Was conquerour 
in this fight, 

Bur the devil he had not ſo done with him , 
for another and more dangerous bartel pre- 
ſently followed, The Waldeſians of whom 
we ſpake before , were at that time in Na 
ples in good number. With them did Galea- 
ci#5 daily converſe , their courſes of life and 
ſtudy being not farre unlike, Theſe Diſciples 
of Waldeſins knew as yet no-More in Religion 
bur the point of Juſtification : and miſliked 
andeſchewed ſome abuſes in Popery ; and ne- 
vertheleſlſe Rill frequepred Popiſh C R_—_— ; 

car 
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heard Maſles , and were preſent ordinarily at 
vile Idolatries, Galeacings for 2 time conver- 
ſed with cheſe men, and followed their way ; 
which courſe doubrlefſle would hive ſpoiled 
him, as it did a great fort of them ; who af- 
rerwatrds being taken and committed for the 
truth , were eafly brought ro recant their Re- 
ligion , bzcauſe they wanted-che chief and 
che moſt excellent points, nor were not ſuffi- 
ctzntly ſerled r'' and yet afterwards again , 
not daring to forſake their hold in Juſtificati- 
on ; and therefore coming to it azain , were 
taken as relapſers and backſliders, and put to 
extream torments and cruzl deach, In the like 
danger had Galeacins bzen , but that che good 
providence of God otherwiſe diſpoſed , and 
better provided for him : for his office and 
place that he bare in the Emperours Court , 
called him into Germany, and fo with-drew 
him from his companions , the Waldeſans , 
for the Lord hid a greater work to work 
in him than che Waldeſians were able to teach 
him : for their in Germany he learned ( that 
he never knew afore ) that the knowledge _. 
of the truth of Juſtification was not ſufficient 
for ſalvation ; whilet in the mean cim2 a 
man wittingly defiled himſelf witch? Idola- 
try , Which the Scripture calls ſpiricuall 

whordogge : and of no man did he reap _ 
792 þ oun 
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| ſound: and' comfortable inſirution than of 


' Peter Mprtyr , of whom we ſpake afore, 


whom God hath lacely called our of 1raly and 
confirmed him in the truth, This Martyr in- 
{truged Galeacrzs ſoundly, in the way of truth, 
and made it plain , by private conferences 
as Well as publick : for he was then publick pro- 
feflor of Divinity at S:r ansboreugh in Germas 
ny. Gualzacins furniſhed with thoſe inftrufti= 


| ons, returned to Naples,and preſently reſort- 


8% 7. » 


" S 


y_ an. 


ing to his companions; the waldeſians , a- 
moneſt other points conferred with them a- 
bout the eſchewing of Idolatry , and delivered 
his judgement therein, Bur they not indu- 
ring ſcarce. to hear it , preſently forſook 
him ; for they would by no 'means entertain 
that doctrine , which they knew, was ſure to 
bring upon them affigions, perſecutions , 
lofſe of Goods and Honours, or elſe would 
cauſe them to forſake countrey , houſe, and 
land, wife, and child, and ſo every way threat- 
ned a miſerable c{tate to the profeſſor rhere- 
of. Now this their forſaking of him , and 
relling him of the danger of this profeſſion 
was another ſtrong remptation to keep him 
wrapped 1n their Idolatry , and to make him 
coprent himſelf with their imperfe& and 

efted Religion. Bur GOD, who had in 

is eternal eleRion. predeſiinated him, thar 


he 
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he ſhould be a ſingular example of conſtancy to 
the edification of many and the confuton and 
condemnation of luke-warm profeflors z gave 
him that excellent reſolution, and that heayen- 
ly couravge, as he eſcaped at laſt conquerour o0- 
ver all thoſe temptations and aflaults of Saran ; 
and nothing could ſuffice or content him bur 
the pure Religion, and alto the profeſſion of 
it : andtherefore ſeeing no hope of reformati- 
on 1h Naples, nor any-hope to have the, Wal- 
defians joyn with him, and ſeeing plainly thac 
he could not ſerve God in the Country, he re- 
ſolved undoubredly that he would forſake the 
Countrey, and ſeek for Chriſt and his Religion 
whereſoever he might find them ; and thac he 
would rather forſake father, wife , children , 
ooods and lands , offites and preferments to 
win Chriſt , than to enjoy them all andwant 
Chriſt Jeſus, 
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CHAP. VIII: 


Of the grievous combats betwixt the fleſh and 
the ſpirit, when he reſolved of his departure. 


N Ow here by the way it may not be omit- 
ted , what kind of cogitations he _ 
ofres 
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ofcen ſaid came into his mind;as he was deli- 
berating abourthis great matter. For fiiſtof 
all, as often as he lookedon his facher, which 
he did almoſt every hour, who dearly Toved 
him, and whom again he reſpe&ed in-all-du- 
ty and reverence : ſo 9Sfter- doubtleſſe' he 
was ſtricken at the heart with unſpeakable 
grief to think of his departure, his mind -no 
doubt ofcen thinking thus t What, and muſt 
I needs forfake my dear & loving father, and 
cannot I elſe haye God'tny Father ? O miſe- 
fable and unhappy Father-6& my body, which 
muſt land tn compariſon with -the Father of 
my ſoul ; And mult I needs fail 1n duty to 
him ; if I perform my duty ro God ? O mt- 
ſerable old man ! for what deeper wound can 
pierce him;, than thus to be deprived of the 
only Raffe 'and comfort of his aze ! Alas, 
(hall I chus' leavz him in ſuch a Sea of trou- 
bles ; 4nd ſhall I be the only means to ſtrike 
inco his heart thz deepe(t wound of grief that 
yeteverpierced him in all his life > This my 
deparrure is ſure to make my ſelf the Oblo- 
quy of the World : yea, to breed reproach & 
ſhame rothe Marqueſſe my Father, and ta 
my whole ſtock and Kindred, 


| Howis it poffible that the good old man can 


overcome ot indure'ſo great a grief, but rathet 


he muſt needs be ſwallowed up of ic, and is 
$41 Wit 
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with wo and miſery end his life ; Shall I the 
be the cauſe of death to my father, who 
would, if need had becn,. redeemed my life 


wich his own death ? alas,what a miſery is this . 


like to be either to me,or him,or us both?yer 
muſt I carelefle far bringing his gray head 
with ſorrow unto the grave, than for caſting 
my own poor Soul wich horrour into Hell, 
And no lefle inwardly was he grieved in re- 
ſpe& of his noble Wife Yitor:a : for having 
"no hope that ſhe would renounce Popery, 
and go with him, therefore he durſt not make 
known unco het the purpoſe of his departure 
but rather reſolved for Chriſts ſake to- leave 
her and all, and co follow*Chriſt. She was 
now as he was himſelf,in the prime of Youth, 
a Lady of great birth, fair, wiſe, and modeſt ; 
bur her loye and loyalty to her Husband ſur- 
paiſed all. How was it polhble patiently to 
leave ſuch a Wife, ſo that his perplexed 
mind diſcourſed on this faſhion when he 
fookt on her ? And (hall I fo, yea ſo ſudden- 
Iy and ſo unkindly leave & forſake my Wie, 
my molt dear and lovin; Wife, the only joy 

ef my heart 1n this world , my Companion 
_ an'd partner in all my grief and labour. ; the 
aus 'menter of my joy,the leſſener of my wo? 
Anda' ſhall I leave her,not for a time (as here- 


tofor(s I did , when the Emperoutrs Service 


called 


Mts --< 


” 


Caracciolts, Marg, of Fico, 35 
called me from her) bur for ever, never again 
to enjoy her,yea, it my be never to ſee her ? 
And (hall I deprive my ſell of her, and there- 
by deprive my ſelf of all others alſo, and of 
all che conjugal life and martied eftace ? And 
ſhall I ſo leave her deſolate and alone in that 
eſtate and ave whereof ſhe is? Alas poor 
Lady, what (hall (he do, what ſhall become 
of her, and of her poor little ones, when I 
am 2one > How many dolefull dayes with- 
out comfort, many waking nights without 


ſleep, ſhall ſhe paſle over > Whar will ſhe 


do but weep and wail, and pine aWay wich 
grief > And as he calt theſe thipgs in his 
mind, he thought he even ſaw his Wite, 
how ſhe took on with her ſelf , fighine, and 
ſobbitg, and weeping; yea, howlin. an1 cry- 
in2,and runaivg after him with theſe pitrifull 
out-cries : Ah my dear Lord, and (weet Huſl- 
band whicher will you go? an» will you leave 
me miſerable Woman,comfortleſſe and ſ1c- 
courl:tle ? What ſhall become of me, when 
you are gone ?wwhat can Honours, pomPps, 1- 
ches, gold, filver, jewels, f-iends, company, 
all delighcs and pleaſures in the earth , whic 
can they ail do ro my comfort wh2n I want 
you? And what joy can I have in my cul- 
dren without you, but tather my grief to be 
doubled colook on them > And how can Lot 
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the world be perfivaded that you care for 
rhein,and for my ſelf ? Is this. the love that 
thou ſo often boaſted of > Ah, miſerable 
love which hath this iſſue : either never didſt 
thou love me, elſe never had true love fo 
ſtrange an end as this of yours hath, And yet 
which is worſe than all this, you never ſheiv- 
ed me the cauſe of this your ſtrange depar- 
rure: had I known cauſe , 1t would never 
have grieved me half ſo much : But now 
that the cauſe is not known , what will the 
world judge,but the faulc is in me ? at leaſt if 
they cannot condemn me for it ; yet how 
| | reproachfull will it be co me , when every 
baſe Companion dare lay it in my diſh, and 
| point at me with their fingers when I go 

—by, and ſay, this 1s that fond Woman, who 
| married him with whom ſhe could not live, 
l and whom her Husband diſdained to live 
Il withall > This is that imple fool, who is de- 
[! ſolare having. a Husband , and a Widow, her 
f Husband yer being alive, Eicher ſhill I be 
i counted wicked, which have*cauſed thee to 
leave me, or fooliſh, miſerable,and unhappy, 
who choſe ſo fondly, as to take him whom 
T could not be fo ſure of when I had him, In a 
word, I ſhall be deprived of thee : yea of. all 
poſſibility of having any other, and ſo having | 
a'Husband, and of a Noble Family, I _ 
we | 
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live in all miſery alcogether without a Huſ- 
band. Theſe two cogirations of his Farher 
; ' and his Wife greatly tormented him,and the 
T |. more becauſe he laboured to keep cloſe this 
fire, which burned and boilcd in his heart : 
n namely, to conceal his departure, left by be- 
= ing known, ic mizht be hindred , which he 
A would not for a World. 

g Yer there was a third and ſpecial care 
N that pinched him , and that was for his Chil- 
& | dren,which were fixinall ; goodly and to- 
if wardly children, and worthy of ſo noble Pa- 


LE ED 


V | rents: the more grief was1t , in that they 
Y | were ſo young, as that they could not yer 
d | conceive what it was to want a Father ; the 
O | eldeſt was ſcarce fifteen , and the youngeſt 
O | ſcarce four years old : he loved them with 
-» | moſt cenderand fatherly affz&ion, and was 
'C |} again loved and honoured of them, Ir 1s 
ts wonderfull to think, how when his Wife the 
'T | Lady did give into his armes his youngeſt 


- | child, toplay withall ( as oftentimes Wives 
O ' uſeto do). how it were poſſible for him and 
Yo what ado he had with himſelf co contain 
Mm! from flouds of rears, eſpecially becauſe his 
x | eyesſceing them, and his heart taking de- 
Il ' tizhrand pleaſure in them , his mind could 
Iz {| not bur diſcourſe on this manner : And ſhall 
ll | within theſe few dayes utterly forſake theſe 
4 D 3 ſweet 
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ſweet babes, and lzave them to the wide and 
wicked wotls, as though they had never been 
my children, nor I ch+1: father  Y-a happy 
had I beznyic I hid eitaer never had the n, or 
havin2 th:m michr enjoy chem : To be a fa- 
ther of np chil..ren,and yet to have children, 
that is a miiery, And you poor Orphans, 
what ſhall become of you when I am gone ? 
your hap is ha.d;even to be fatherlefic, your 
fa her yet livinz; and what can your great 
bicth now help you for by my depatture 
you (hall loſe all your living and wealth, and 
all your dignity whatſoever, which other + 
wie you had been ſure of ic: nay, my depar- 
ture. (hall not only deprive you of all rhis, 
bur lay you open to ali 1nfamy, reproach, an4 
ſlander, & b.ing upon you all kind of miſery, 
And thus, then ſhall the ume be curſed thar 
everthzy had me totheir father, - And what 
can your wofull-mother do when ſhe looketh 
on you, but weep and wring her hands, her 
erief (ti!] encreafing ts ſhe looks upon you ? 
Yer thus mutt I leave you all confound» 
ed together in heaps” of grief , Weeping 
and wailing one wich ano:her, and I in 
the mean rime weeping and wailing for you 
all. Many o her griefs, temprarions and hin- 
derances aſſaulted him,thouzh they were not 
ſo weighty as theſe formerly named, yet 

which 
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which might have been able to have hindred 
any mans depatture , bein. in his cate ;- as 
to leave the company of ſo many 2allant 
Noblemen and Genilzmen, his kindred and 
acquaintance ; fo loſe ſo honourable an Of- 
fice,and place he bare in the Emperours 
Court; to leave for ever his native Soll, rhe 
delicate 1raly ; to deprive himſelf and his pos 
ſericy of the noble Ticle and rich: living of a . 
Marqueſdotne; to undertake a moſt long and 
tedious journey ; to caltt mmſelf into exile, 
poverty, ſhame, & many other miſeries with» 
out hope of recovery for ever ; to change his 
former pleaſanc life into all hardnefſe , and 
give a farewell to all the delicacies of 7raly , 
wherein he was brought up; ro leave that 
ooodly Garden of his father the Marqueſles, 
which once ſhould be his ow#; the goodlieſt 
Garden almoſt in all 7:aly , or all Chriften- 
dome, which Was furniſhed with plants of all 
ſorrs, and chefe not only of all char grow in 
Ta!ly,but even fuch as were to be gorren our of 
all ocher Countries : This Garden & Orchard 
was ſo exquifite both this way, and in divers 
other ſorrs of Elz2ancies,that a great number 
of men of all Qualities reſorted daily-our of 
all Countries to {ee it, Bur this andall other 
the pleaſures & delicacies of rhis preſent life 
could do nothing with bim eo remove him 
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from his purpoſe ; - but. he; renounced them 
all, and reſolved co leave them-all,te follow 
Chriſt -. ſo ſtrong. and admirable was the 
conftancy of this noble Gentleman, 


TD —— 


CHAP.IX,.... 


How after all. the temptations, which fleſh 


ad hloud laid in his. way to: hinder his 
.- Heparture, be: conſulted with the Lord, 


"and from”bim received. grace' to over-. 


s5* #4 +84 


% 


the world and 
anſwer,thar dau! 


bleſſing and ſtrong Hand of God , who. 
from all eternity had:predeſtinared him, tha. 
LEO | he 


gmon judgement, they will 
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he: ſhould and -ſo unmoveable againſt all 
remptations, and continue 1n one tenor (tea- 
dy,and Redfaſt, until he had made void all 
the atremprs of Saran, and removed all the 
{tumbling blocks which his fleſh and bloud, 
and carnal reafon could caſt in the way ; for 
the which purpoſe the Spirit of God enabled 
hun. ra-reaſon with: himſelf on this ſort ; 
Thou-Lord are he who drew and deliveredſt 
me out 'of- the thick and milty darkneſle of 
12norance., and haſt enlizhtned my mind 
with che light of chy holy Spiric,and with the 
heavenly knowledge of thy. Truth :,Thou 
haſt made known. to me the way of Salvati- 
on, and hiſt jranſomed me to thy ſelf by the 
bloud of thy Son. Now therefore good Lord 


_ and boly Father, lam wholly thine,and con- 


ſecrared eo thy glory; and as I am thine, I 
will follow thee and obey thee, and walk in 
the way of thy Wijt whither ſoever chou ſhalc 
call;mg. Noe my Father, nor-my Wife, nor 
my Ghildreg,aoc my Honors,nor my Lands, 
nor my Richeg,nor all my Delicacies & plea- 
ſures.ſhall hakdior hinder me one hour from 
following thee; 1 deny my ſelf, O Lord, and 
I.deny this yyhole World for thee and chy 
ſake; O Lord, thou knowelt me,and the rea- 
dincfle of my mind to wait upon. thee , and 
how that my beart is inflamed with the fire 
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of thy love : Yer thou ſceſt again how many 
enemies compaſle me,how many hinderances 
lycin my way , and how many temptations 
and impediments [ye upon me, ſo that I am 
ſcarce able to move or lift up my head unto 
thee : O Lord, I amnowin the depths of 
thoſe troubles,out of which the holy Prophet 


Dav1d, once cried to thee , asTdonow; O 


Lord, hawe m?ycy on me, and delvver my ſoul. 
And although Satan and nfy own fleſh do 
affright me in this my purpoſe , whilit they 


' ſer before mine eyes, the croſſe, the infamy, 
and the poverty, and ſo many miſeries,which 


I am like in this my new profeſſion co under- 
20: notWith(tanding, O Lord, I lift up my 
ſelf 1n the contemplation and beholding of 


thy infinice Majeſty ; and therein I ſee and. | 


confeſle,thar that croſs, & affliRion is bleſſed 
and 2lotious, which makes me like, and con- 
formable ro Chriſt my head ; and that infa- 
my to be honourable, which ſers 'me in che 
way to true horiour ; and that poverty to be 
defired -, which depriving a man of ſome 
remporal--oods,. will reward him with an 
heavenly inheritance, than which, there is 
nothing more precious; F mean,O Lord,with 
thine own Self, and chy Glory : O everlaſting 
God,and that by thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt : 


' that ſo 1 enjoying thy glorious Preſence,may 


live 
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live for ever With thee in that heavenly So- 
ciety : O bleſſed and happy thefe mileries 
that pull me our of the worlds vanities, and 
fink of (in, that I may be made heir of an 
everlaſting Glory, Welcome therefore the 
Crofle of Chri, I will cake it up , O Lard, 
and will follow thee, - 

With theſe and ſuch like holy meditations, 
and other holy means, he overcame atlalt the 
attempts of Satin , all his own natural and 
carnal affe&ions : yea, and the world it (elf, 
and verified that in bimſelf which Pas! affir- 
meth of Gods true Ele&, that they that are 
Chrs/ts have crucified th: fleſh with the aff efti- 
ous avd the lufts ; that is, have crucified their 
Souls fo” Chriſt, who crucified himlelf for 
them, O Saran, Gods Enemy and his Chil- 
drens, how vain were all thy attemprs, and 
how light all chy affaults? in vairi doſt chou 
ſet upon thofe for whom Chriſt vouchſ:fed 
to dye,and ſuffer on the Crofſe3 upon which 
Crotle he ſo brake thy h:ad and thy power, 
and) ſo trampled over che2, that, now thou 
ſhalc nor be able to couch the lea(t hair of the 
head of any of thoſe f-r whom he ied. And 
as for Gal:acins, he had builded his houſe an 
the Rock, and founded ir ſo ſure; that no 
wind, no rain ; nay, no flouds of griets, not 
rempelis of troubles, nor whicl-wind of 
tempta- 
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remPtations could oncz remove him : and (0 
he concinued re(olute as a Chriſtian Souldier 
and Conqueror ; fully minded co leave his 
Countrey at the next opportunity he could 
rake : his mind I cannot cell whethzr more 
raviſh2d with joy one way,or more perplex- 
ed with grizf another way : but betwixe joy 
and grief he ill continued his purpoſe, an- 
nll at laſt his ſpiritual joy overcoming his 
nacural and- carhal grief, he- fully concluded 
that in deſpight. of th: D:vil andall impe- 
diments in the World, he will ſurely 20. 


| > — — ——— —_ 


CHAP.:X. 
How he performed is heroical reſolution, 


 Teaving all-for Chriſt, and going to Ge- 
—_—_—Fr-— 


WA Themurhs » making kno'vn his mina 
but to a few, and thoſe his molt 
familiar Friznds, and of whom he hoped 
well for Religion ; he wrought upon chem 
ſo far, as that they promiſ:d and vowed they 
would accompany him in chis voluntary 
and Chriftian” baniſhment, that ſo chey 
might enjoy the true liberty and peace of 

as con- 
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conſcience in the true Church of God. Bur 
how deep and unſearchable the judgements 
of God are, the evear afterward ſhewed : for 
divers of them (though not all ) who for a 
time ſecmed to be indued and led with a 
molt earneſt zeal of Gods glory in this aRi- 
on 3 whenthey came to the borders of Jraly, 
and confidered what they forſook , and to 
what they now took themſelves : firſt began 
to look back again to /taly ; afterwards went 
back again indeed, and ſo tnrned again to the 
vomit of their pleaſures, 

Bur this ingratitude to the Lord for ſo great 
a favour offered them, the Lord purſued with 
a juſt revenge : for purpoſing to ſerv&God in 
their pleaſures, and in the midſt of Popery, 
they were after taken by tbe Spaniſh Inquif- 
tion;and ſo publickly recanting and abjuring 
Chriſtian Religion, they were afterward ſub 
je& to all miſery and infamy , neither truſted 
nor loved of the one fide nor the other, This 
fearfull diflertion and backſlidirfe of theirs, 
doubtlefſe was moſt grievous to Galeaciys ; 
and verily the Devil hoped hereby yet once 
a2an to have diverted him from his inten- 
ded courſe , in making him be forſaken” of 
thoſe, by whoſe Company & Society he ho- 
ped to have been greatly comforted rhis 
diſcomfortable Voyage, But A 

ing 
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© dingall this, Galeacius continued reſolute in 


his purpole, and ac laſt finding opportunity, 
attempted his departure,and made fir for it ; 
yet made no ſhew of any ſuch matcer z bur 
rather coloured and concealed his intent, left 
the authoricy-of hig farhzr mizht any way hin- 
der his ſo godly purpoſe : and fo earheriny 
rogether four thouſand marks of his mothers 
goods which ſhe had lefr him : On the one 
and twentieth of March, 15 ;1. in the year 
of his age the four and chirtiech, he deparred 
from Naples, in manner as he was wont to 
doafore, making ir known that be purpoſed 
to go into Germany tothe Emperour z, who 


| atchat vime held his Court at eAsſpurge, © 
 andthither indeed he went according'y, and 


Rayed ſerving 1n his place and Cthce all 
the fix and twentieth of ay in the ſame 
year : Upon which day -lzaving th2 Court 
and the Emperours $2rvic?, and his honou- 
rable Office which there he bare ; and taking 
bis lat andeverlaſting farewell ac the Court, 
and all worldly delights, ( and yer depart- 
ing 1n ordinary ſort as afore, and in purpoſe 
to go into the Low-Countrics, as ſome 
thought ) he took bis journey ſtraight to- 
ward Gereva,and thither came by Gods good 
band the eight of June, and there reſted his 
weary, and repaſed his muchi more __ 
e 


0 


y 
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ed conſcience, with a full joyfull heart : yea 
with the greateſt joy that ever came to him 
in all his life, but only at che cime of his con- 
verſion. 


CHAP. XI. 


Of his arrival at Geneva, and his enter- 
*Fatumest there : and eſgecially his ac- 
quaintance and friendſhip with Cal- 
VINne, 


]* the City of Geneva ( though there was 
a Church of 1ral:ars, Who likewiſe were 
come thither for the Goſpel ) yer be found 
not one whom he knew,ſave one Lattartive 
Rang anis,a noble man of Siena in Italy: this 
Gentleman had been one of his familiar ac- 
quaintance when chey were at home, & now 
was Preacher of Gods Word to the Church 
and Congreeation of the 7talravs, who were 
then at Gez:va, Now when he ſaw that the 
mercyvf God had granted him to arrive at 
chis quiet & happy Haven, where be mighe 
Kith liberty of conſcience ſerve God, free 
from the corruptions of the world ; and the 
abominable Superſictons &-Idolatry of An. 

nichrift ; 
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tichriſt ; preſently he Joyned himſelf to the 


. ſelfin his Preface of his; whe e 
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inſtruRion of Matter John C alv:ne, the chief 
Miniſter and Preacher of thar Church, Cal - 
vine b2ing a man of deep inſight and exqui- 
ſite judgement, perceiving him tobe a man 
of good knowldgeand experience of a mo- 
derate and quiet Spirit, of an innocent & up- 
right Life, and indued with true and ſincere 


godlineſſe; ; did cherefore moſt kindly arid lo- 


vingly entertgin him into. bis fellowſhip : 
for the goo] Man of God in his Wiſdome 
foreſaw char ſuch a man 45'this,would doubt- 
lefſe become a ſpecial inftrument of Gods 
olory,and means of the confirmation of ma- 
ny ( but eſpecially of /ralians ) in the know- 
ledee and love of Religion : This holy love 
and Chriſtian friendſhtÞ thus begun , was ſo 
Rtrongly grounded berwixr this Noble Mar- 
queſle and renowned Calvine , that it conti- 
nued till the year 1564. which was the laſt 
year of Calvines pilgrima-e in the exrth, and 
the entrance into his heavenly reſt; [The 
Church and people of Geneva can teftifie of 
their eruth & conſtanr friendſhip:bur ic needs 
not : fot chere 1s extant ar this daya Tpecial 
teſtimony thereof, even from C-/vizc him- 
ein he dedicates 
to Galeas ime, his Commentary uvon the firit 
Bae: to the- Corinth; which 1 thou? - 
500 
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Calvine ſends an Epiſtle tw Galeacius congr 
tulating his holy and happy — 
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good here to ſet down word by word, that 
there by it may appear how greatly Calvine 
eftceined of him, 


— 
—— 


CHAP, XII 


Calvins Epiſle to Galeacius , congratu. 
lating bis holy and happy converſions 


To the Noble gentleman, and as weli Honourable 
for his excellent verines, as for his high dee 
ſcent and l1zage, Galeacius Caracciolus, 
the only (on and heir apparent to the 
Marqueſs of Vicum : Juhn Cal- 
Vine / enget þ greet ng 14 OUHY 
Lora. 


I Wiſh that when I firſt put out this Com- 
mentary , I had either not knownar all 
or at leaſt more throughly known chart man, 
whoſe name I am now conſtrained to bloc 
our of this my Evitile ; Yer I fear nor ar 
all, le he ſhould either upbraid me with 
inconſtancy , or complain of injury offered 
him, in taking char from him which afore 
I beſtowed on him ; -becauſe it was his o-vn 
ſeekins, both ro eftrang himſelf from me, 
E and 
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and from all ſociery with out Church, where 
fore he may thank  bigielf and take the 
blame on his own neck : for, for my bin 
part I am unwillingly drawn thus farre to 
change my accuttomed manner, as to race 
out any mans name out of my Wwrltin2, 
And I bewaile that thz man hath thrown 
himſelie downe from that ſeat of fame 
wherein I had placed him : namely, in the 
forefront of my book ; where my defire ws 
he ſhould bave 20d, thereby co have been 
made famous to the worid . But the fault 1s 
not in me, for as then [held tim worthy, 
ſo fince then he hata made himſelfe , un- 
worthy; and therefore let him be as he is, 
and lie for me buried in oblivion : and ſo 
for the good-will I once bear to him, I 
ſpare to ſpeak any more of him, And as for 
you ( right honourable Sir, ) I might ſeek 
excuſe why I put younow in his room , but 
that I am ſo ſufficiently perſwaded of your 
oreat 200d-will and true love to me : the 
truth whereof can be teſtified by ſo many 
witneſſes in our Church. And chat I make 
one with more, from my heart that I had 
known you as well ten years ago, for then 
I ſhould have had no cauſe to have alrered 
the dedication of my book, as now I do, 
And as for the- publick eftate of the Church 
Ic 
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it is well4hat it (hall noc only loſe nothing 


by forzecting that man, whoſe name I rioiv 
blot out, but by yours coming into his tead, 


ſhall receive a farre greater gain, anda ſuf- 


ficient recompence. For though 1 know you 
defire nor the publick applauſe of the world , 
bur reſt contented in the te{ttmony of Gods 
ſpirit in-your conſci2nce : ( neither 1s 1t my 
purpoſe to publiſh your praiſes to the world ) 
notwith(tandiny, I chink it my duty to make 
known to the reader ſome thinys concerning 
you , and whereof my ſelf and this Church 
and City are dally eye-witnefles : and yer 
not ſo much for your praiſe, as for the 
enefic and inſtruMion of the readers. And 

this is It that I would all men ſhould know 
2nd make uſe of ; that a Gentleman , a Locd, 
ſo well and highly? born , flouriſhing in 
wealch and honour , bleſſed with a noble, and 
vertuous , and loving wife, and many goodly 
children, living in all peace and quiernefle \, 
ar home and abroad, wanting norhing that | 
nature could defire, and every way bleſſed 
of God for all things of this life , ſhould 
willingly and of his own accord leave all 
thoſe, and forſake his countrey , a rich, and 
frvicfull, and pleaſant ſoil ; ſo goodly a ra. - 
ftimony and inhericance , fo ſtirely a houſe, 
SE 2 ſeated 
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ſeared ſo commodiouſly and ſo peaſantly , 
to calt off all .domeſtical delichr and joy 
which he mizht have had in ſo good a fa- 
ther, wife, children, kindred , afhni:y , and 
acquaintance , all char for this only, that 
he might come. and ſerve Chriit Jeſus in the 
hard and unpleaſant warfare of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and ſhould deprive himſelf of ſo many 
alluring delights of nature, and ro content 
himſelf with that , ſlender meaſure of all 
things, which the difirefſed ate of our 
Church is able to afford, and from all the 
ſuperfiuities of 'a Courtly and Lordly life , 
here amovelt us to betake himſelf to an caſie 
rare and frucal xind of life , Even as though 
he were no better than one of us: and yer 
though | ſo recice all this ro others, as I ler 
1t not paſie without uſe to my ſelf, For if I 
do ſet out your verrves in this my Epiſtle, as 
on the top of a Tower for all men to ſee 
them ; that ſo they may con!orme them- 
ſelves to the imitation of them ; it ſhould 
be ſhame for my ſelf nor co be much neetly 
and inwardly touched with a love of them 
who am continuaily an eyc- witncſſe of 
them , and daily b2zhold them, nor in an 
Epiſtle , but in the cleer glafſe of your own 
life: and therefore, becauſe that IT find in 
experience, how much your example pre - 

valls 
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vails in me , for the firengrhning of my 
faich, and the increaſe of godlinefle in me 
( yea, and all other holy men Who dwell in 
the city , do acknowledge as well as I, char 
this your example hath been greatly to cheir 
edificarion in allgrace) I thought it there- 
for: a neceflary duty to 1mparc this rare 
exampls of yours to the world ; that ſo che 
profit and benefit of us mightinlarge it ſelf, 
and ſpread out of this city into all the 
Churches of God , for otherwzle it we:e a 
needlefie labou- ro make known tro the 
furtheſt parcs of Chritendome , the vertues 
of ſuch a man, whoſe nature and diſpokitt- 
on is ſo out of love with pride, and fo far 
removed from all oftentation : Now if 1t 
ſhall pleaſe God char many others ( who 
dwelline far off, have not hictherco heard of 
you,) (hull by che rangeneffe © this 'your 
example addrefſe themſelves ro the imita- 
tion of it , and leave their pleaſant neſts, 
wherero the world hath ſeried rhem ſo faſt ; 
I ſhall chink my ſelf bountifully rewarded 
for theſe my pains ; for our of queſtion 1t 
ſhouli be common and n'ual amongſt 
Chriſtizns , not only to leaye livings, and 
Lord(hips , «and Caftles , and Towns , and 
Offices , and promotions, when the ' caſe fo 


ftands, that a man may nor enjoy both 
| Chriſt 
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Chritt and them : bur even willingly and 
cheereſully to diſpiſe,and ſhaks off wharſo- 
ever under the Sun |( though it be never ſo 
dear and precious , ſo pleaſant and com- 
fortable ) in reſpet, and compariſan of 
Chriſt, Bur ſuch is the {lowneſfle and flug- 
giſhneſſe of the molt of us , that we do bur 
coldly and formally profeſle the Goſpel ; 
but -not one of a. hundced, if he have bur 
ſome little land , or piece of a Lordſhip, thar 
will torſake and . deſpiſe it for the Goſpels 
ſake :,,yea not.onz of many, but very hard- 
ly 1s drawn to r-nounce even. the leaf} gain 
or. Pleaſure , to. follow+\Chrilt without it ; 
ſo farre are they from denying themſelves, 
and laying down their lives for the defence 
of it.” I wiſh theſe men would look at you, 
and obſerve what it 1s you have. forſaken 
for love of Chriſt , and eſpecially I with 
thar all men who have taken upon them 
already the. profeihion of Relizion , would 
labour to reſemble you in the denial of 
th:mſelves, ( which indeed is the chief of 
all hcavealy vertues : ) for you can very ſuf- 
ficien:ly rcftin2 with me, as I can with you, 
how little joy we take In theſe mens com- 
panies ; Whoſe lives make it manifeſt , that 
though they have left their countries, yer 
they have brought tither with them the 
#h5 | | "tack 
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and h{en partakers with you of tar true rracdfes 
wherein alis , you 5% - but few co-PUtnerS, 
But \hecauie T 114 vo ag Rte ſhould 
eatber ihe truck and 4 ile of this your 
examvlo, thin 1:914 go about In 'words 
to expret]e it; { wilitoerefore ſpare further 


ſpeech and rr my felt ro Cod 1n prayer , 
defirin2 of his mercy, that as be hath indu- 
ed you | hecherco with an heroical courag 

2nd ſpiritual Boldnefſe 5; ſo he would 4 
niſh you with an invincible conſtancy to 
endure ro the end: for Iam not 1gnor2nt 
how ſtrangely the Lord hath exerciſed you 


heretofore ,/ and whar dangerous pikes you 


have paſſed ere you came to this: by which 
former experience your ſpiritual wiſdome 
is able to conclude, that a hard and roil- 
ſome warfarre doth (till remain ' 2nd ' wait 
for you ; and what need rhere 1s to have _ 
the hand of God from heaven raught our 
ro aſhſt us, you have ſo ſufficiently learned 
in your former conflits, as I am ſure you 
will joyn with me in Prayer, for the ett 
of perſcverance ro 'us both : and for my 
pa:t 
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part I will nor ceale to beſecch Jeſus ChriR 


Our King and God ( to whom all power 


Was oviven of his father , and in whom are 
kept all the treaſures of ſpiritual bleſſings ) 
that he would (till preſerve you ſafe in ſoul 
and body , and arm you againſt all cemp. 
rations to come , and chat ftill he would 
proceed to triumph in you over the Devil 
and all his vile and wicked faction, to the 


. magnifying of his own glory , and the in» 


larging of his Kingdome in your ſelf, and 

oth2rs of his' children, 9. Cal, Feb.. 1556. 

at Geneva, 

Your Honours moſt aſſured 
i4 the Lord, 


Joun Carvins, 
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CHAP. XL 


oe 


Newes of hw departure to Geneva came 
to Naples anzd the Emperours Court : 
and how the old Marqueſſe his Father 
and other bis friends were affetted with 
the Newes, 


Nd thus ( to return again to our ſto- 

ry ) Galeaciues ſerled himſclt down at 
Geneva as at a joyful refting place, But 
when the newes of ſo ſudden ard irange a 
departure , and ſo wilful an exile came to 
Naples, and were made known 'in the Empe» 
rours Court, it would ſcarce be believed or 
thought, how firangely ic affced and mo» 
ved, all tbat heard it. All men Wondred ar 
it, and the moſt could not be perſwaded it 
Was ſo 3 but when it was certainly known 
and our of doubt , it was flrange to ſee, how 
every man gave his verci& of the matter ; 
ſome one way, fome another, as the courſe 
of men in ſuch caſesis: bur above all, itſo 
abaſhed and aſtoniſhed his own friends and 


family , that nothin? was heard or ſeen a- 


mongſ them , but cries and lamentations , 
moſt 
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moſ bicrer rears, and pitriful complaints, And 
ſurely co have beholden the Rate of thar fa- 
mily, hoy miſerable ir ſeemed at that time 
to be diſtreſſed , a man would have thouzb ic 
even 4 lively pattern and picur2 of all woe 
and miſery, But none was more inwardly 
pinched chan the Marqueſſe his father, whoſe 
aze and expericnce being great , ſeemed to aſc 
ſure him of nothing to follow hereupon bur 
infamy and reproach , yea th2 utter undoing 
and ſubverſion of his whole eſtate and family ; 
notwithſtanding , paſſing over thar fir of ſor- 
row as ſoon and as eaſily as he could, the 
wretched and careful old man began to bethink 
himſelf by what means he might prevent ſo 
miſerable a ruin and fall , which ſeemed to 
hang over him and his. ' One thing amongſt 
other came into his mind, which alſo had 
once cauſed many grievous temptations to 
Galeacius , and had much troubled his mind 
afore his departure, Ir was this, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The firſt means uſed by bis Pather the ola 
Marqueſſe , to recal him home againe : 
he ſent a kinſman of his, whom he 
knew. his ' ſon dearly loved , | to parſwade 
him to return , but he c ogff not pre- 
warle. 


* —_— 


Y Al:aciza had a coſen german , whom ale 
wayes he « eſtcemed and loved as his 
brother ; this Gentleman ſo tenderly loved 
oO! Galeacins , did the Marqueſle ſend to Ge- 
zeva to his ſonne , with comilhon and let- 
ters full of aurhority , full of proteſtations 
fall of pictiful complains, full of cryings , 
and intrearings thar he would come home 
azain; and thereby cheer up his old fa- 
ther, and mike happy again his unhappy 
wife ; bz a comforc to his ditreſled children, 
a rejoycin2 ro his kinsfolks, and to the whole 
Ciry of Navl:s, and fav his whole houſe , 
and.poſterity from that exrre1m ruine , which 
otherwiſe 1t would be ſure to fall into. 
Thus rhis G:ntlemzn was diſpatched _ 
an 


60 The Life of Galeacius 


and haſted to Geneva, with great hope for 
taeir ancient and faithfull love to have pre- 
vailed with Galeacius , where by the Way we 
are to remember that Galeacins did always 
ſo love him, that the Gentleman was nor 
ſo ſorrowfull for his devarture : but Gale- 
acius was much more ſorrowfull that he 
could not winne him to bave - gone with 
bim, in this holy pilzrimageV for Religions 
ſake : bur WWſo much feared to have been 
hindred hifMelf, that he durſt not. deal 
with this Gentleman his deareſt cofin, no, 
nor with his wife, to perſwade them to have 
gone with him, The Gentleman coming 
ro Geneva inquired after Galeacizs, Arthar 
time Galeacus dwelr, in an ordinary and 
mean houſe. which hz had taken to his 
own uſe, having no more attendange , but 
only two ſervants : the Gentleman at laſt 
found him out , and preſented himſelf into 
ns fight : Ir had been a pirrifull ſpeRacle 
to have ſeen the meeting of thoſe two 'Gen- 
tlemen : their firſt meering and 1mbracings 
were nothing at all , but fighs and obs ; 
and tears , and unutterable ſigns of grief : 
ſrch unſpeakable ſorrow did their nacural 
affections breed in them , that for divers 
hours they could not ſpeak a word one to 
another : but ar laſt the Gentleman , burning 

in 
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in deſire ro enjoy again his deareſt Galea- 
ci165 , burſt forth into ſpeeches, and mvang 
rears and ſobs With every woid , delivered 
his letters rill he could come to more liber- 
ty of ſpeech : ard ar la{! having obtarned of 
his aff: ions leave io ipeak , he added to 
his lecters , exaortations , ftrong periwaſi- 
ons, earneſt int;eaties, and wichal plenty of 
rears, that he would have reipect to the o- 
verthrow of his houſe , the grief ot his old 
Father, the deſperate e{tare of his Wite and 
children ; the cortinual complaints made 
by all his friends and kinsfolks : all which 
notwithſtanding were not fo paſt cure, but 
that yer they might be remedied by his re- 
rurn again, This was the tubſtance of his 
Mmeiiage», G-aleacine taking not long ume 
to adviſe himſeli m this, which the world 
would think ſo wei:hty a caſe , addrefled 
him immediatly this anſwer in brief ; 
that he perceived very well all to be rrue 
that he ſaud ; but asfor his departure, 1t was 
not done raſhly, roy rpon ny fond con- 


' Celt, bur upon. mature delive:ation 5 rhatr 


the Lord was rhe 2uthor of che 2&1on, thar 
Gocs grace was the cauſe moving him, and 
the meaps whereby he brought 1t to pale ; 
which grace of God, he iaia , had opened 
his eyes : and enlighrned his mind with 
the 
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the knowledge of the truth , and made him 
ſee and. diſcerne the coſenages , and ſuper- 
ftitions , and Idolatry of Popery , which by 
an imptous and ſacrilegious diftribution de- 
viderh the glory of God ( which is incom- 
municable ) and imparteth the ſame with 
fained and filthy Idols : he likewiſe told 
him that he well foreſaw all the infamics 
ahd miſertes which would enſue upon this 
his converſion: and all danger and dam- 
mage which thzreby his houſe and chil- 
dren were likely ro incurre, But he aid, 
that ſeeing one of thoſe mult needs be cho- 
ſen, either to ſtay at home with a conſci- 
ence burdened with a heavy heap of errours 
and ſuperſtitions , piled together by the ſleight 
of Satans art, and every moment to fin a- 
gainſt the Majeſty of God ſo many thouſand 
wayes; er elſeto kave his houſe , his goods, 
his family, his countrey, yea, the world , 
and all the glory of it , and thereby pur- 
chaſe liberry of conſcience to ſerve the Lord 
according to. his word : that therefore he 
reſolved of the two evils , to chuſe the leſfe 
and of the tio good , to ctiooſc thz greater, 
and rather to ſhut his eyes at all theſe, than 
the Gght of them ſhould hinder him from 
yeilding to the call and voice of his Savi- 
our Chrift : who ſaith, That a #4» 15 not 
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worthy to be his diſciple, who leaveth not father 
and mother , and Children, and brethren, and 
ſiers; yea, and his own life in compariſon of 
kim, And this he ſaid was the cauſe, why 
he did forſake Parcnts , and wife, and chil- 
dren, andall his friends, and had renoun- 
ced all his wealth and dignities : becauſe , 
he could not enjoy both Chriſt and them. 
And as forthzm all, he was ſorry that el- 
ther they would not come ro him, or that 
he might not more ſafely live with chem 
thereby to comfort them. Bur as for him- 
ſelf, he ſaid he had riches, and honour, and 
Joy enough : yea, all ſufficient happineſle , 
as long as { with theſe two ſervants and his 
lictle cortage ) he might live in the true 
Church of God , and- might purely ſerve 
him, and might enjoy Gods word and Sa- 
craments, not being mixed and defiled with 
the ſuperſtitious devices of mans braine ; 
ang as long as he mighr live in the compa- 
ny of godly men ; and have time and It- 


ſafed ro him: that ſo he might with crue 
contentation and perfe& peace of conſci- 
ence, aime and aſpire at that immortal glo- 
ry which Chriſt hath prepared for all his 

p children . 
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children: yea he concluded , that his want 
was abundance, his poverty pleaſant , and 
his mean (tare honourable in his eyes, As 
long as he endured them for theſe condt- 
tions, 

This his anſwer was e$ hardly enterrain= 
ed of his kinſman, as ic was unlooked for 
afo:e 1t came : but ſezing he could not re- 
ply with any reaſon, nor anſver him with 
any ſhew of argument ; and perceived 1c 
hard, or rather impoſſible to remove the 
man one jor from his reſolution ; for that 
he had grounled ir, nor on any reaſon or 
will of man , but upon the holy word of 
God, and his pow2rfull and ungeſi ſtable cal- 
ling; therefore with a ſorrovfull heart he 
held his rongue , bitterly complaining with« 
in himſelf of his ſo hard hap, an uncon- 
tortable ſuccefle : and ſo reſolved to return 
home again ; heartily iwiſhing thac be had 
never taken thac journy in "hind : and fo 
ar laſt h2 went indeed and took his leave of 
his beloved Galeac:ns , bur not without 
plenty of tears on both ſides, with many 
a wofull cry and pitcifull farewell, Andno 
marvel z for beſides ncerncfl2 of blood , 
their likeneſſe in manners and daily con- 
verſation tozerher had linked them in a 


fure bond of friendthip 3 but there wanted 
in 


NC 


nd | that is, Religion, and ſo it could not hold : 
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in one of them the fureft linke in that chain, 


and therefore the world pulling the other of 
them from the world , ſo theie two friends 
left eachorher ; being in fear never to ſee 
one the other again, 


—O——— ——— - 


CHAP. XV. 


Of bis” coſens return to Naples without 
ſucceſſe, and how Galcacius was pro- 
claimed traitojir for his departure, 


Nd thus & faſt he came home to Na- 
ples wich heavy chear, Whoſe approach 
being heard of , chere was running on all 
ſides to hear good news : but when he 
had delivered his meſſage ; alas , how all 
their ſorrow was redoubled upon them ; 
and how his father, wife, children, and all 
his friends were overwhetmed wich grief: 
and the rather , becauſe as at the ſame time 
an Edi&t was publiſhed , wherein Ga/eacius 
was proclaimed guilty of high Treaſon : 
and therefore all his goods coming to 
him by bis mother 5 were confiſcate , ny 
F 1m- 


ms en _ 
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himſelf, and all his poſterity wterly _ cu 
off, and excluded from all right of ſuccefſi 
On 1n his fathers Marqueſdome ; whic 
thing ( above all other ) grievouſly affe&e 
the old Marqueſle, and grieved the goo 
old man atth> very heart ; the advancin 
and honouring of his poſterity being th 
only thing he aimed at all his life, Where 
upon he berhought himſelf as old as he vw; 
ro make a journey to ( eſar the Emperou 
and. thereby if it were poſſible to prever 
this miſchief : purpoſing .to make but: th 
ſuir ro his Majelty ,-that his ſons departu! 
from the Roman ChurCh', . might not pre 
judice nor hinder the ſucceffion and hono1 
of his children and poſterity , bur that h 
himſelf might only bear the puniſhment; c 
his own fault, | <6 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Of the” ſecond means uſed to recall: him: 
his father ſext for him 'to come and 
meet him 'at Verona. but all he conld 
do by himſelf or others whom he ſet on 

. (prevailed aothing at all, 


Nd whilt he was reſolving of this pur- 
; A. Poſe, he bethought him of another re- 
medy andmmeans , whereby.he boped-to re» 
move his'ſ{6ng; mind from his purpoſe, and 
withdraw..him-from ther company of, thoſe 
hereticks of Geneva, as h2 and the world 
accounted':of them. Therefore in hatt be 
diſpatched :away a meſſenger . with letters 
to his-ſonne,. commanding him by che au- 


'thortry of a'father to, meer; him at a certain 


day appoinred_ ac; the. Ciry of Yeroxa in the 
dominion -of the Venetians ; at Which town 
he promiſed co Ray for him, as he went to- 
ward Germany to the Emperour : and for 


| his ſons more- ſecurity , he procured a ſafe 


condu& from the Duke and Seignory of 


Vemce , that his ſon might go and come 
| F 2 with- *' 
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without danger of life or liberty,  Galea- 
cins Teceiving the letters, and being reſol- 
ved by his own conſcience, and them to 
whom. he imparte4- the matter, that he 
might not ary way With good conſcience 
diſobey ſo reafondbte- a requeſt afid: lawfuft 
4 commandment. of bis father, anſwered 
that he would go; although, he feared thac 
by his meeting , and talk of -his father and 
him , his fathers mind” would'but be more 
vehemently exaſperare.againſd him*: for he 
firmly reſolved afore he went , that all che 
threarnings, entreaties, counſels; and tenpp- 
tations that his father could deviſe , ſhould 
not ftirre nm one inch from” thae' courſe 
of Religion”, ' whereby he had begun ro 
ferve the Lord; - With this purpoſe: he de- 
parted Geneva , eAprils Ty, 1553. fur- 
niſhed with heavenly forcirude, aflifted wick 
the” prayers of the Churcff,” -and' artned 
with conftancy ,' and - with- the ſword: of 
Gods word ; whereby he hoped ro- ſuftaine 
and bear back all the darts of temptations 
whereby he - knew he ſhould be 'aflaulted. 
Coming to Verona; 'there he found the 
Marqueſſe his father, who received and u- 
ſed him kindly , though he could not bur 
manifeſt in his countenance the inward an- 
ger and grief of his heart, After a few ſalu- 
cations 
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cations , the father began wich all his cun- 
ning to deal with him - about his return 
home again , laying open to the full thar 
perpecual infamy , which was ſure co fall 
on his houſe and poſterity, unlefle that 
Galeacn did prevent ſo great a miichief : 
which ( ſaith be) thoweafily maycit do, 
and of right thou oughteit ro do , . and 1 
know thou wilt do, if there be in thee bur 
one ſpatke of natural affe&tion to father, 
wife, or children. - Galzacius the ſon with 
ſuch reverence as was due to his facher, an- 
ſwered wich all ſubmifhion , that his body 
angeſftate is his fathers, but his conſcience 
is the Lords: and tels bim he can by no 
means return home , but he' ſhould make 
ſhipwrack of a £ood conicience : he proves 
Itto him by good reaſons , and ſuch as his 
father could nor refit, and therefore hum- 
bly increats his father , that ſeeing his deſire 
is only to obey the Lord , and fave his ſoul : 
that therefore he Would not urge bim ro re- 
ſpe& more tlie good eſtate of his children , 
than the glory of God, and his own ſouls 
health. The Marqueſle perceived he la- 
boured in vain to remove his ſon from his 
reſolution , which he judged to be nothing 
bur a perverſe fubbornnefle againſt the 


Catholick Religion, as he thought : and*s 
there- 
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thereſore with grief of mind . ceaſed thae 
{uic, andimparted to him the cauſe cf his 
journey to the: Emperour ; {it1&ly enjoy- 
niny hum that he thould not return to Ge- 
eva , but abide in /taly till he had obtained 
his ſuit at the - Emperours hand, and was 
returned out of Germany 3 which thing Ge: 
leacius promiſed and performed: for he a» 
bode in Jtaly until Auguſt : at Which time 
he had notice that his tather. had prevailed 
In bis ſuit before the Emperour. During 
which time, one Hieronymus F racaſtorius, a 
notable Philoſopher, Phyſician, and Poet , 
( being procured and ſer on by the Mar- 
queſle ) dralc with 'Galeaciu Wiih all his 
might and el6quence , to periwade him to 
yelld to his father ; adding withal, that that 
n2w Se& ( as he}tcrmed;) was falſe and 
decettfull , and not worthy to: be belieyed. 
Galeacius heard all he could ſay,, and an- 
{wered him point by point : and finally , by 
the pure ſimplicity of the word-of God, he 
ſatisfied him ( chough-he was both wiſe and 
I:arnd) that he willingly held bis rongue;and 
at laſt friendly increated him, that he would 
not be_angry for that his unPortunity and 
boldneſſe with him. 


CHAP, 
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GH Dbaſlagor from Geneve to Z4/i/ in calys 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Picws 7% 


CHAP, XVII. 


Of bis return to Geneva : where he foun- 


ded and ſetled a form of diſcipline 1n 
the Italian Church, 


Hus Galeacins kcaring of his fathers 
ſuccefſe, returned with a joyful heare 
toward Geneva ; for taat he ſaiv hjs father 
delivered from the- fear of that infamy , 
which the confiſcation of his gocds , 2nd 
forfeiture of his lands , might have b-ought 
upon bis family : and rherefore he. hoped 
he would bz the lefle moved againſt him, 
Whereupon ſecling himſelf down again 
at Gereva, and devitinz how to ſpend his 
time in doing 200d, he began to confider 
ſeriouſly cf ſetling the arſcipline in the 
Church of- the 1:al:ians , which was then art 
Geneva ( for thither had a great number of 
Italians tranſported themſelves and their 
families for Relivions ſake-, flying the ty. 
ranny of the unholy Inquiſition ) and abour 
chat time it fell outfirly chat Ca/vine going 


Or”. 
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of Religion and other matters ; entreated 
Galeacins to bear him company : whereun- 
ro he willingly condeſcended. Ar Bafl he 
found an 1tatian called (elſas z whoſe righr 
name was CMaximilian, and was deſcen- 
ded of the noble houſe of the Earls of Mor- 
rinengo in Italy ; this man had got a great 
namein /taly among the Papiſts for his elo+ 
quence and ſpeech , and latly by the mer- 
cy of God was eſcaped out of the mire of 
Popiſh ſuperſtitions. Galeacins right glad 
of him , perſwaded him ro break off the 
purpoſe ba he had for Eng/erd,, and go to 
Geneva wich bim , where he might live in 
che fellowſhip of a great number of his 
country-men, /talians, and enjoy the bene- 
fir of the company, conference and fami- 
liaricy of many worthy men , but eſpecial- 
ly the moſt ſweet acquaintance of that great 
Calvin, and all thoſe with the liberty of a 
good conſcience, The good gentleman 
y-1lded , and ſo the comin2 to Geneva 
by their induſtry with good means ( toge- 
ther with che help and dire&ion of Calvize 
in all things ) that form of diſcipline was 
eftatl:ſhed in the 1ra/r2n Church , which 
at chis day ftardeth ani flouriſheth in che 


ſame Church, and remaineth recorded in 


a bogk for that ptpoſe : and M—_— 
; OE the 


\ 
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the Earl, of whom we ſpake a fore , was the 
firlt Paltor elect of thac Church , and under- 
cook the charge , purely to expound the 
word of God, and to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments that Chriſt left behind bim, and to 
watch over that flock and people : certaine 
Elders were joyned as -aſſiſtent to him , to 
whom was comitred the care of the Church, 
to look to the puricy of DoRrine and life in 
all eſtates ; the principal of che Elders was 
Galeaciss himſelf, unto whom the honour 
1 15 due of bringing ro paſle ſq worthy an en- 
! rerpriſe , and che rather for that by his au- 
| thority , diligence, and watchful care , be 
; preſerved the ſame in good and ſure eftate all 
| his life cite , and after him it hath continu» 
| ed, being derived to others,to the great good 
| and profic of many ſouls. And thus he paſled 
| this year 1554. with joy and comforr. 
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CHAP, XVIII, 


The third contemplation to draw him 4- 
way : liberty of conſcience offered him 
by his uncle Pope Paul the fourth; 
which after many temptations of fleſh 
and blood to the contrary , at the laſt 


by the aſſiſtance of Gods grace he refu- 
ſed. 


Ext ſucceeded in order the year 1 555- 
wherein Satan aflaulred him with 
new {tratagems and devices : for that year 
his Uncle, which was Paulus Qnartus, his 
mothers brother, attained the ſear of the” | 
Papacy of Rowe, whereby the Marqueſle his 
father conceived good hope by this means, *' 
either to draw his ſon home again , or at 
leaf} ro procure him liberty of conſcience, 
and leave to live in ſome city of Jraly, 
where he might enjoy the ſociety of his | 
wife and children, and they of him : Where- | 
upon having occa(ion of bulinetle ro travel # 
char way, he ſent letrers to his fon to Geve- | 


va , commanding him to meet him at Far- 
tua! 
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| ?ua in Italy, and for his eaſier diſpatch he 


ſent him proviſion of money for the jour- 
ney. Galeacins obeying again his fathers 
will, took his journey from Gezeva , and 
came to Mantua the fitreenth of Funegwhere 
he was entertained by his farther with more 
then ordinary kindaeſs, an1 1n more lo- 
ving manner then heretofore was accultom- 
ed, And at laſt he opened his mind un» 
to him, the ſubltance and effe&t whereof 


was, That he had obtained of his Uncle, 
who now waFPope, a diſpenſation tor him ; 
whereby liberty was granted him , to live 
in apy City wichin the Juriſdi&ion of* the 
Venetians, yhereſoever he would, without 


' any moletiation to be offered him abouthts 
* Religion or Conſcience. His father tels him 


that if he do this, this will be a greater ſo. 
lace to his old age, than his departure and 
abſence hath been greif unto him : beſides 
all this, the good old man moſt eatnelily 
increated him ( though he was the father 
and ſpake to the ſon ) chat he would gratt- 
he him in this his requeſt : and added many 


| beleechings , who in any lawfull thing 
; might by his authority have commanded 


' 21m: andevery word that he ſpake was ſq 


ſeaſoned, as coming from the affeFion of 
2ta!her; and at a(t with many ſtrong -rea- 
ſons 
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#ns perwaded him nor to reje& this ſc 
extraordinary a favour offerred him by the 
Pope in ſo ſpeciall andrare clemency,where- 
by he might wichout hurt of bis conſcience 
live more commodiouſly chan ever afore. 
and be reſtored ro his former honour , anc 
place, andeſtate; and recover the forme! 
love and eftimation of all his friends : ye: 
and of many firangers, who hearing of thi: 
his obedience to h's father , would lov;: bin 
forit, unto Which obedience to me ( ſaith 
che father to his ſon ) thou: ak bound bot! 
by the bond of nature, and by the law anc 
word of God, which thou ſo much calkef 
of and urgeft to me : therefore, ſaith be , i 
there be 1 thee either ſparke of natural af. 
fetion , or any Religion and conſci2nce 
of thy duty, thou wilt yeild unto me in this 
eſpeclally ſeeing thou mayeſt do ic withou 
hurt or endanvering of rhy Conſcience anc 
Religion, This talk and requeſt of rh! 
Marqueſſe diverſly affe&ted Galracim : fo 
the thing he requeſted and the reaſons h: 
urged ſeemed to be ſuch as he could wit! 
po good reaſon conrradit them ; and ye 
he durſt nor preſently entertain the moti 
on ; beſides that , the preſence, authority 
and reverent reg2rd of his father, the vehe 
mency and affection of his minde, and ho 
clal 
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cially the naturall bond and obligation , 
is ſo|wherein the ſon ands tied to the fatherin 
y therhings lawfull, and indiffzrent ( eſpecially 
tere-|when by that obedicnce no violence 1s of - 
2nce,|fered to a good conſcience ) all theſe did 
fore,|greatly move him. Alſo natural and car- 
 and}nal reaſon, for their parts aflault him no 
rmerilefſe violently with ſuch kind of argu- 
; yea) ments, as for the moſt part prevail with 
' this}all men. For his father offered him yearly 
bim| revenues, competent and fit for his eftare, 
ſaith) the ſolace of his children, and ſociery of his 
both! wife : which two things he deſired above 
3nd) all other chings in the world. So chat to 
lket| this motion and-requeſt' of his father the 
> , if) Marqueſſe , Ga/leacizzs knew. not well whar 
| af-to anſwer on the ſudden ; bur ſtood fora 
2nce/ time muſing and doubting what to ſay s 
this,! and the rather, for that he then wanted his 
hour! ſpeciall friend,faichfull Ca/vine, with whom 
and] he might conſult.in ſo weighty: a cauſes It 
* the} ſeemed ro him. 1mpious and ungodly , ,nat 
: for! to..yeild to his father in ſo lawful.and rea- 
s he! ſonablea requeſt, andhe law no way how 
with! he mighe deny ir, but muſt needs incurre 
| yer} ad undergo his fathers extream- diſplea- 
noti-\ ſute : andyet how he might yeild to ic wich 
rity,: fafery of conſcience-he much doubted : for 
ehe-! he feared that more danger to his profeſhon 
eſpe - and 
clally 
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and R:ligi6n , and confequently more hurt 
to his ſoul mizhc hereupon enſue_thew- he 
could perceive : ſo that he flood altovether 
unreſolved in his own reaſon what t6&do- 

therefore in this extremity he' denied bim- 
ſelf, and renounced | his own wit, ahd in 
humble and fervent prayer betook himfelf 
in this.dificulry co the bleſſing and dire&ti- 
on of his God and Saviour the author and 
true fountaine of wiſdome and- conſtancy : 

humbly cravin2 of the -Lord to affilt' him 
wich his holy ſpiric , that in this extremity 
he might adviſe and refolve of che beftand 
ſafeſt coutſe, for Gols glory and bis own 
found comfort. (- O'how!rtuly + ſung! char 
ſweet finger : of 1ſrae/ King \D4vid, when he 
fad, How happy and bleſſed are rhey that'fers 
God , for God will tearh, them the way they 
ſhould walk f) Gale: 1Cins Found it moſt rrue 
In his own experience'; for.upon this- his 
ſubmiſſion and prayer, the Lord from'hea-» 
wen reſolyed him in thisfoft, That ſeeing 
the Pope did ( Antichrifi-lik:') dire&ly/op- 
poſe himſelf -ro Chriſt”, and his Religion 
and Church 3 that therefore” he might by 
no meatks ſue for , or accept any favoiſffar 
his hand, ncr be by any means beholding 
to him at all; Becauſe W tink (hew of ſervice 


ſoever was' done ts mary the enemy:of | 
Chrilt, 
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Ch:iſ, ſeemed ro be raken from Chriſt him” 
ſelf; Further , Gods ſpirit. perſwaded. him 
It carfied too great a ſhew of Apoſtacy,' of 
back-ſhding , to forſake thz company or 
codly profeſlours, and the fellowthip of 
Chriſts Church ; and to live amongſt Ido- 
hters in the midit of all abominations., 
The ſame fpirit of God ſer before his eyes 
that ſcandal and offence which this:fa& of 
his would breed 'in the minds of the. fairhs 
ful , which.would think that he had taken 
his farewel at Religion , and would ' now 
ſhake hands, and reneiv his acquaintance 
with . his old: friend che world : thathe had 
lightly eſteemed the ſpiricual- bleflings and 
heavenly jewels of graces, which Goddi- 
{tribured. daily in his Church z and'would 
now betake himſelf again ro rhe old affeRi- 
ons of his fleſh, The ſame ſpirit reſolved 
him ,. that thus to- forſake the ordinaty 
means ,/ and deprive himſelf of the rrue uſe 
of the W ord and Sacraments, and to live in 
a place where was nothing. but* Idolatry , 
was to tempt God in the higheſt degree. 
God likewiſe opened his eyes , thatche per. 
ceived the ſleights of Satan by this his fa- 
theirs drift : namely, to entangle him again 
in the ner of worldly cares, to'wrap his 
mind 1n the ſnares of 7calian pleaſures ; 
and 
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and ſo dazle his eyeswith the honours, and 
pleaſures, and ſenfual delights, which once 
he had been brought up in, that his Relig. 
on might decay by little and lictle;, and thar 
all godlinefle might by the hear of theſe 
new pleaſures , falt and melc away, like as 
waxe before the fire : and laſtly, che Lord 
upon his prayer granted. him the wiſdome 
of his holy ſpirit, ro anſwer all his fathers 
obje&tons, and confure all bisarguments, 
And among(t many other, he earne{tly en- 
treared his father, chat he would not do that 
unto” him', which afterward he would re- 
pent thatever he had done : namely , thac 
he: would nor be a means co: make him a 
prey co the Papifts.; which had confirmed 
for+ la, and rantfied it by many examples, 
thar promiſe faich ,' nor oath 1s to be kept 
with'any man ,. whom they call herericks, 
Whereupon ſaid he, Ic is beeterfor me, and 
more joy to you, ro hve as I'do with the 
poor eſtate, ther with hope of better to en- 
danger my life ,, and fo our whole poſterity, 
By theſe, and ſuch;like perſwafions it plea- 
fed God ſo ro work upon the Marqueſle, 
that he” was overcome in this ſunt, wherein 
he ſnppoſed to have prevailed ; and there- 
fore he yeilded againſt his will : and fo 


with a ſorrowful hearc he returned co Na- |} 
ples | 


PP" BH.” wy Teo none” BD Y a%* 1il.5 Aa ali 


ra. T 


RS an. F- 


Caracciolus, Ffarg. of Vice. 8k 


ples, Andas he went, he ce:ritied the Pope 
of the obMnacy of his ſon, an110 the taiher 
and the uncle bewailed toge:hei theic ull 
ſucceſle, 


CHAP, XIX. 


Of bis acquaintance with Franciſcys Pore 
tus, ad the rel1910u D ncheſſe of Fer- 
rara in his return home to Guicya. 


Ur in the mean time G+/-ac:us afrer he 
bad accompanied his tathsr ſomewhat 

on the way,rerurned with a full ghd heari? 
and came to the city of Ferrera: where he 
was joyfully received of Franc:ſcus Porta 
a noble and renowned man for learning, 
and who aſterwirds tauzhr publickly at 
Gereva many years , and read the Greek 
LeRure with great profit to the auctence, 
and praiſe co hi:nſelf, This Portus brought 
Galeacins into acquaintance with the nnble 
Dutcheſle of Ferrara who entertainzd him 
honourably , and after much conference had 
with him of the alteration of his Reli 10n, 


of the ſucceſſe of his long voyages and red 
G Ous 
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ous journeys , of the Church of Gexeva, of 
Calvine, and of many chief points of Cht1- 
ſtian Religion , ſhe ciſmiſſed him, and lefc 
him ro his journy , but nor Without all 
courteſies that ſhe could afford him : and 
namely for one , to relieve the length and 
rediouſnefle of the way, ſhe lent bim her 
own Chariot : and thus Galeacizs was Con- 
veyed inthe Chariot of 1o great a Princeſle 
as far as to the Town of F» aucolium : from 
whence having a plzeſant ride cown tothe 
river of Po, or Padus, be came by watcr in- 
to Veice: where taking ſhip and croſſing 
the ica, he went thorow Switzerland to Ge- 
zeva , and thith2: came the fourteenth 
of Oftober 1n the ſam>yeat ; the whole ccn- 
oreg*tipn,, and eſpecially his chief friends, 
rejoycing with joy unfpeakable for the ſafety 
of his return, And thus this cruel rempeſt 
being overblown,and now quieted,and Satan 
ſeeing he prevailed not by any of choſe forct- 
ble aflaulrs ; yer thought co try him with one 
more, and therefore came upon him ofreſh 
like asa ſecond fit of an Ague Rronger then 
the firſt : and by this Satan feared not bur to 
eive him the overthrow , and to bring him 
10me again into /ta/y :and thus it Was, 
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CHAP, XX. 


The fourth aſſault ,that Satan uſed to brirg 
him back again , was ty his wife, who by 
ber letters won bim to come and meet her 
in laly, which he yeilded unto,and gave 
her meeting. 


Is wife /;ictoriaturned in long love and 
. hearty affefion toward her husband 
| Galeacins , ſothar it cannot be uttered how 
vehemently ſhe defired his company, where- 
upon ſhe never ceaſed writing to him, and 
Intreating him to return again to her and 
tis children, But when ſhe jaw ber woman- 
ly arguments and vain ſcribling did no 
cood , ar laſtſhe in an earneſt manner deſi. 
red him to meet her in ſome City : within 
the tertico:y of the Venetians , nor far from 
the Kingdom of Naples, To this mwion 
Galeacits yeilded : and thus the husband 
and wife promiſed ro meer; bur the ends 
that they aimed ac wete c1vers; ſhe hoped 
by her flutery and fair ſpeeches, het tears 
and lamentations, ro win her husband 

G 2 Wa9 n 
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home again ; on the other fide he was 
much more buſie in deviſing how he might 
perſwade her -to dehver her ſelf out of the 
filth of Popery, ami! come and dwell with 
him. With theſe reſolutions they both go- 
ing forward ; ſhe came 'to//1co, to her fa- 
ther in law the Marqueſle, He came from 
Genevato Laſina, a City in Dalmatia, This 
Leſina 1s diſtant from Yicum an hundred 
Icalian miles by water , and flandeth 
Juſt over againſt /:cum; and the ſea called 
the Venetian Gulf lyeth betwixt them. Gas 
leaczus here abode and expeRed his wife: but 
at that time ſhe came nor as ſhe had pro- 
miſed, and he expeed, Yet he could never 
learn the caufe of her ſtaying at that cime , 
nor what 1t was that moved her ſo to diſ- 
appoint him ; yer though ſhe came net her 
ſelf, ſhe ſent two of her eldeſt ſons to their 
father ; whoſe fght was molt welcome, apd 
their company , moſt comfortable to Gale- 
acias : but one the other fide 1t grieved him 
the more becauſe the dight and company | 


of his wife was abſent , for whom eſpecially | 
he F344 taken ſo long a journy : therefore | 
ſending. them ſoon after home again , he | 
went away ſorrowful to Geneva, Where | 
he had reſted bur a feyy dayes , but anccher | 
packet of letters came poſting from his wife | 
eſeechin? him not to think much ar her | 
former | 
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former negligence , and to vouchſafe once 
again to come to the-ſame place : where, 
without fail, ſhe would moſt gladly artend 
him, and ſolemnly vowed with large pro- 
reſtations ſhe would nor diſappoint him, 
The requeſt was very unreaſonable , and ic 
was a hard caſe for Galeacins thus to ſend 
his time , and weary his mind and body in 
ſo long and dangerous journeys , and to ſo 
little purpoſe as hitherto he hid, «Not- 
withſtanding, one chins moves him to yeild 
even to this motion allo ; namely, a per- 
{waſion that he had , thit when he firſt for- 
ſook his coimtry , he did not fully di(- 
charge his duty, in labourins ro win his 
wite ro have gone along with him 5 by ex- 
plainin' coher the chief heads of Chritti. 
an doctrine , whereby ſhe might poſſibly 
have received ſome tatte, and ſo have taken 
ſome” liking of true Religion ; deficing 
therefore now if it were poſhble to make a. 
mends for his former negligence , he yeil- 
ded tovo. And ſo obrained for his better 
ſecurity in going and returning Sifalport 
or ſafe condu& from the hi2h Eburt of 
Rhoetia ; he departed from Geneva the (e» 
venth of March, in rhe year 1558. and came 
to Le/ina ln Dalmatia, over againſt Yicum ; 
where he had intelligence that the Mar- 
queſle 
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queſs his father, his wite, his children, and 
his uncles ſon (he of whom we heard betore/ 
were already come to jcuw, with purpote 
to have been by that time ar Lejina with Gus 
leacius; but rhey could nor, by reaſon that a 
Mariner cf Yen:ce bad broken promiſe wi:h 
them, and diſippointred them : by reaſon 
whereof,and of other dangers of the ſea,they 
could not as yet take ſhiping , nor durſt ven- 
ture oyer the water, Whereupon Galeac:z:s 
not induring patiently ſo {eng delayes , re- 
{clvedio £o himſelf over to Vicuww, Such 
was his fauh in the Lord, and his love to his 
friends , that he reſpeRed not the eminenc 
danger, bur con(tantly relyed on the Lords 
protection ; knowing that no fleſhly afteRi- 
ons drove him to this journy , bur a fincere 
zeal to Geds honour, and the ſouls health of 
his kindred , and che diſcharging,of his own 
duty unt9 them; whereunto he was perſwad- 
ed that he had a ſpecial calling, | 
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CHAP, XXL, 


Of bis arzival at Vico , his fathers chief 
houſe , and bis entertatyment there : 
azd what meanes were uſed to ſecace him: 
and how hrs wit refu[-4 not only to go 
with him, b4t ev to lie with bim, te - 
cauſe he was cn Heretick : being there- 
to, as ſbe ſaid, commanded by her (on- 
feſſ or. 


N iſo arriving: by Gods mercy on the 
coalt of /raly, not far from YVicum, he 

gave inteliigence of his approach to hts fa- 
cher the Marqueſie ; wao preſently ſent hig 
children ro meet their facher: and all his 
retinue to atrend him tnro tne Caſtle ; ar 
whoſe entrance it c:nnot beexprefled how 
oreat joy was in all that houſe and novle 
family : and how all the Nobles al Gen- 
tlemen of his kindred and acquaintance re- 
joyced at higreturn ; and bevan to cheer 
up their hearts wich a new Þope , which in- 


therco had been caſt dowr, and opprefied 
With 
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with crief and dl.calr, 


But above all 0- 


ther his wife (Madam Urto ia) ut paſſed 7 


Joy and new conceived diiight ; hoping ſhe 
had now recovered her Mott dear Lord and 
b:loved husband , the only com o:r and the 
ſweer ſolace of her li:e. #11 ( but Gale-c: ) 
exceec ingly rejoyced at this mecting here z 
thou!h indeed it greatly joyed his natuial 
affe&tion , to enjoy the company ot his 
friends, ſo many, 1o necr , and ſo dear unto 
him : yer his joy was tempered and allayed 
with a certaine doubting tear which ranne 
in his mind n12it and day. For the wiſe 
Gent: m:in w.i ll foreſaw, rhat the fruition 
of that pl:a\ure was bur to laſt a while, and 
ſoon Woul.i have an end ; tor the end of his 
camin, was not that which they 1magi- 
nec : and every day new matters 1an 1n 
his hz ad, rho conhdetation whereof did not 
a lit le ttouble tin, tle hath often ſince 
diſcourſed unro his friends, that all thoſe 
dayes he lived in continual tear to be ſud- 
denly.apprehenced , and catt into ſome hil- 
thy przion : where he tho:.Id ſpend his days 
in Jan: Siſhino 2nd lamentations, without 
any ſolace ct his riends : yea and be utter- 
ly -debarred of the comfartable reading of 
Geas holy word: burreturn to th- matter, 
At his fi;lt arrival he was entertained with 
much 
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much joy on all fides, and many cheerfull 
countenances and kind welcomes, But 
alas, wi:hin a few days'all this mirth and 
joy was turned into tears and lamentati- 
on 4 and unmeaſurable grief : for when 
once he had opened to his father the Mar- 
quefle his contiant purpoſe to perſevere 1 in 
the truth of char Religion he had begun to 
profeſle ; and that he would rather dye in 
the defence of ir, than be drawn from it 3 
then alas , what Hhgaing, what crying, yea 
what dolefull lamentation did it move in 
them all ! But then ler the Chriſtian reader 
judge* what a troubled ſpirit and woful 
heart that good man had in this fo fearful 
2 combate berwixt he orace of God and 
his natural aff:&ions ; and What a torment 
it was un'o him, to ſee them all ſo neer 


| and dear unto him, labour to with ray him 


— i a i... EE. nn 


| from God, and to ſee his conſtancy in Re- 
ligion ſo ro grieve them', which was the joy 
of his own heart. Yer raking up with him 
ſelf as well as nature could, and comforting 
himſelfin bis God, he afterwards dealt, with 
bis wife in al boving and yet earneſt man- 
ner thar ſhe would follow him her huſ- 
band, and celay no longer time, but come 
and live with him accorcing as "the law of 


| God and nature required : 'which if ſhe 


would 


9e The Life of Galeacius 


would do, be promiſed her liberty of her 
conſcience and Relivion, to live as ſhe 
would, Bur for his own part, he told her 
aforehand , as ſhe ſhould after find ; name- 
Iy, that he was firmly reſolved to live and 
dye in that Reitgion , which ( by the hand 
of God leading him) he had undertaken ; 
and for the which he had forſaken country , 
kindred, and all thoſe excellenr and com- 
fortable bleſſings of this life , which God 
had given him, Hear I leave itto the reader, 
bur eſpecially to the hearcs of ſuch women, 
as being wives, do truly love their huſ- 
bands , to judge with what ſobs and heart- 
b-eakings the filly Gentlewoman heard 
theſe words of herhusband, whom (ſhe now 
ſaw paſt all hope to be perſwaded to ftay 
wich her ; which ſhe» defired above all 


worldly things... Yet it appears ic was but | 


in meer carnal and worldly reſpe&s, awthe | \ 
conſequent ſhewed : for though ſhe loved | ! 
him and defired his company never ſo | ! 
much* yer being a wife, worldly , wilful | | 


and indeed a right Papiſt, ſheanſwered bim | 


plaivly ( though with many rears) that | | 


ſhe would never go with him to Geneva | 


nor toany other place, where was any 0- 
cher Refigion but that of Rowe ; and that 


| 


ſhe would not live with him as long as he | « 


WAS ' 
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er [was intangled with” thoſe hereſies ( as ſhe 
he jcalled them ) whereby it appears that ſhe 
er [Was a carnal polieick Papilt, Shes loved 
e- [bim, buc where? in [:-/y; and there would 
ad fiive wuh hin, but not at Gere : 
id jJabd why ? for in [raly he miyhe advance hec 
 : jro the (tate of a Marchtoneſle , in Gen:va he 
7 » | could not : there the might live with him 
1- [a lite full of all de 'ghts; bur in Gereva 2 
d | hard, baſe, and obſcure life, and ſubject to 
r, [many outward dangers and miſeries; In 
1, | which reſpeRs it was that ſhe was ſoinſtanc 
{-| ugon him to ftay with her, Buc the con- 
t= | clufion was, her defire was to enjoy him 
d | and [taly both 3 bur rather then ſhe wou'd 
w | leave /taly and the delicacies thereof , ſhe 
y | choſe plainly to forſake him, and to With- 
11 | draw the dury of a wife from him. For ic 
it | may in no caſe be omitted ( which afrer- 
e | ward heimparted to ſome, his intireſt and 
d | moſt inward friends ) that ſhe even then and 
> | there denyed him that duty which a wife is 
| | boundroyeild to her busband by the I» of 
2 | God and nature : that is, ſhe would by 
no means give him due benevolence, nor 
| conlent tolye with him as man and wife : 
and gave this reaſon , that (he was expreſly 
forbidden of her Confeſſor , uncer pain of 
excommunication, becauſe he was an Here. 
| | tick 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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tick, Where behold Popiſh Religion whar it 
is, that can ſeparate man and wife for diſ- 
patity in Religion ; and can diſcharge men 
and women from thoſe duties of marriage 
with which God hath charged them. How 
this monſtruous unkindnefle and unwoman- 
ly anſwer pierced his hearc, ler any Chriſtian 
man judge, whom God hath honovred to be 
an husband. Yet he overcame and even de- 
voured all theſe tormenting griefs, and bare 
themwith an invincible conſtancy & quiet- 
neſs of mind. Yet he purpoſed nor to b21: ſo 
oreat an.injury for ever ; but to redrefle and 
help ir if it were poffible : and therefore he 
further proceeded wich her, and openly and 
plainly denounced to her, that unleſle ſhe 
would yeild bim that matrimonial duty,which 
by Gods law ſhe ought, namely to ear,and ie, 
and live with him : 1t would. be a cauſe to 
make him ſue out a divorce azainſt her,and ſo 
procure a final ſeparation ; which if ſhe were 
the cauſe of,ſhe might thank or rather blame 
her ſelf, who withdrew her neck from the 
© yoke of duty towards him which marriage re- 
quired and which he for his part ſaid, he 
would never have done to her,though herRe- 
ligion was ſo far differing from his. Yet not- 


withſtanding he ſaid,tharſhe firſt refuſing him» | 


he had then jult cauſe to refuſe her, who _ 
iſt 


O_o 6G wes pw pow wo of Fry 


LY hain TW hi WW 


” ww a ”wF ww — = 


Caracciolus, Marq.of Vice. 93 


firſtby tciuſai of that duty refuſed her ſelf as it 
were,& denied her f{clf ro be his wife, And ſo 
he concluded with her,that unlefle ſhe would 
be his wife , he would no longer be her hus- 
band. This proteſtation no doubt,amazed and 
troubled her nor a little , and vexed the wo- 
mans mind ; eſpecially for thar he was and 
had always been ſuch a husband to her, {o 
vood and kind, ahd every way ſo well deſer- 
ving, that ſhe loved him as her own .gyes 
( cherefore more was ſhe t6o blame that ſhe 
elteemed him'nor as che lighr of her eyes : } 
bur chough this troubleu her ſore, yet 1t mov= 
ed her not to her duty ; ſogooda ſcholar was 
ſhe in thisPopiſh learning, that ſhe would ra- 
ther incur her bucbands,yea Gouds diſpleaſure 
than her Confeſſors ; and rather break their 
commandment ſo holy and juſt , than his , 
which was ſo ungodly, and ſo unreaſonable : 
and it.alſo leſs prevailed with her becauſe ſhe 
imagined he would nor io do ( chouzh he 
ſpake {> ) but only Cid ic to fear her, and ſo in 
fear hereof to make her yeild unto him, 


-take it at his laſt warning. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Seeing he could not reclatm his Lady , he 
reſoluea to retuyneto Geneva : and of 


the grievous temptations he endured : 
where he took his laſt farewel of his fa- 
ther , wife, children, and friends : and 
of hs heauenly courage, tn bearing and 
paſſing thorow them all. 


7 Hen thercfore the good Gentleman 

V ſaw all chings ſo far amifſe, that e- 
ven his wife was again{t him of all other , 
and gave him a deeper wound than al} o- 
ther his friends; denying him that ſociety 
28d fellowſhip which the bond of marriage 
yeildeth , and ſeeing that the time paſſed 
without any cord doing, but rather ro the 
increaſing of his ericf on all fides; he 
therefore reiolved to depart, 2n41 fo calling 
his wife YV:0:12 again, he iterated unto her 
his former proteliation ; and ſo bade her 
The adoleful 
day of tis ceparting being come , he held 
on 
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on his purpoſe , and ſo entred into the 
chamber of his father the Marqueſſe to-do 
his duty unto him , and to take his leave : 
Who ſeeing his ſon thus paſt all hope of re- 
covery , quenching his fatherly aftefion in 
fury and 1aging madnefle, like a frantick or 
deſperate man , reviled him in moſt de- 
ſpightfui tc: mes : and at laſt ewes him his 
farewel with many .: heavy anc bitter curſe, 
This ſo 'ftrang and extraordinary perſecu- 
ticn did this good Gentleman ſuffer for 
Chriſts ſake ; and it is marvail that it did 
not cauſe him ro look back again, and turn 
his courſe. But it was Gods doing that his 
facher ſhould uſe theſe extream and vio- 
lent curſes rather than to go about co win 
him by allurements and gentle perſwafions, 
for he bath often uſed to tell his friends, 
chat this monſtrous Inhumanity and unna- 
ruralneſſe of bis father cid rather confirme 
and ſettle his mind; his nature being ra- 
ther to be led than drawn, and rather to be 
on by frienchneſſe and fair means , thin 
co be urged by extremities, But God would 
| have his ſervant ro be tryed by both means : 
namely the allurements of his wife, and the 
menacines of his farther, Thus God would 
purge him in the fire of all kind of temp- 
rations, And thus by the power of Gods 


grace 
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grace having paſſed thoroiv this fire be* 
hold hotter is to be ventu:e1 on, Depart- 
ing his fathers Chamber , with that burden 
of curſes ( which the Lord turned into bleſ- 
ſings) he came into che great chamber, and 
ſo into the hall ? where he found his wife 
his children , his Uncles ſon ( atoreſpoken 
of ) divers noble Gentlemen his kinsfol ks, 
and ſome his ancient familiars and do- 
meſtick friends ; all fraught wi.h grief, 
and making heavy chear ; nothing was 
heard bur fighs, and ſobs, and cries z no- 
thing was ſcen but tears and wringing of 
hands : his wife embracing him , and taking 
him abour the neck, beſeeched him 1n moſt 
loving and molt pittiful manner , that he 
would have care of himſelf, of her, and of 
all his chilcren, and wholz houſe ; and nor 
ſo willingly to caſt them all away, His 
young children all upon their knees , wich 
*armes liretched out, and hands holden up, 
and faces ſwolne with tears , cryed unto 
him to have pitty on them his own boweis , 
and not to make them fatherleſſe before the 
time. His coſen and other kinſmen with 
heavy countenance and watry eyes looked 
rufully on bim; and though for grief they 
were not able to ſpeak on word to him, 
yet every look, and every countenance and 

every 
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every geſture was aloud cry , and aftrong 
intreaty , that he would [tay, and not leave 
ſo ancient and noble a houſe in ſuch woful 
and deſolate caſe. No words can ſuffice to 
exprefle the grief of that colefull am 1 x 
nor thar lamencable departure that ther 
was to be ſeen, Unutterable was the oct 
on their fide, and unſpeakable was the ror- 
ment and remptation which the noble gen- 
tleman felt in this agony , when he mult c1- 
ther leave Chriſt Jzſus, or leave all theſe 
for him ; but amonglt and above all, ther 
was on2 moſt lamentable fight , which 
would even have wrung tears f.om a heart 
of flint, Amongſt all his children be had 
one daughter , a towardly and goodly 
youn? gentlewoman of twelve years old, 
who crying out amaine, and wallowing in 
rears , fell down, and catching faſt hold a- 
bout his thizhes and knees , "held him ſo 
hard as he could by no means ſhake her 
off : and the affeRion of a father wrouzhe 
ſo with him, as he could not cffer with vio» 
lence to hurt her; he laboured to be looſe, 
but ſhe beldfaſter ; he went a way , bur ſhe 
trailed afcer, cryng to him not to be ſo cruel 
to her his child”; who came into the 
world by him. "This ſo wonderfully 
wrouzhe With his nature , he being a man 
H of 
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of a moſt loving and kinde affe&ion : that 
be hath ofren reported he thought that his 
bowels rowled about within him, and 
thar his heart would- have - burſt preſently 
and there inſtantly have died, his child ſo 
havin? him faſt about the leys, Bur not- 
withſtanding all this, he being armed with 
a ſupernatural and heavenly fortitude , he 
brake thorow all theſe temptations, and 
treading under foot whatſoever might hin- 
der him from Chriſt, he eſcaped our of this 
perilous batrel, a glotlous conqueror ; and 
ſo leaving that ſorrowful houſe and dolo- 
rous company , he came with ſpeed ro the 
ſhore, where preſently taking ſhiping , he 
cauſed them to hoitt up ſails, towards Le- 
/7uq with a turmoiled and diftrefled mind, 
one way ſurcharged With ſorrow to re- 
member the manner of his departure, ano- 
cher way ſurprized with joy to remember 
that he had eſcaped, And even as a ſhip 
In. a tempeſtuous ſea , the boiltrous waves 
toffing it up and down 1s thrown abour , 
ſometime touching the clouds, ſometime 
plunged into the depth: So no doubr the 
noble mind of this young - Marqueſſe was 
no lefſe diftracted with contrary cogirati- 
ons ; being as it were, 1n a labyrinth of 
dittempered affeRions : ſometimes he could 
not 
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not but remember that lamencable eftace 
Wherein he left his father, wite and chil- 
dren: he often imagined he was fill a- 
mong(t them ; he thought he heard them 
cry and call upon him , he thoughe he (ill 
felt his dear daughter claſping him abour 
the legs , and trailing afrer him : neither 
could he containe bur break our into tears ; 
neither could he for his life bur often look 
back at that Princely houſe, with all thoſe 
gcodly Orchards, Gardens, Granges, Fields, 
and Terricories, to all which he was heir 
apparant; yer all which he ſaw he muſt 
leave for Chrifls ſake. But one thing pier- 
ced his heart to ſee his wife and children, 
and other his alliance ſtanding on the 
ſhore, who when they could not ſpeak to 
him, lookedat him : and when they could 
not ſee him ceaſed nor to look after the 
ſhip as long as ic was in fighr : neicher 
could he refratne but with a wotull counte- 
nance look at them again as long ashe 
could diſcern them : thd wichal he called 
to mind the bicter words and heavy fare- 
wel which the Marqueſle his father” gave 
him ac his deparcure ; all which cogitati* 
ons runnings in his h:ad , did doubtlefic 
wring from his ſorrowful heart many a 


deep figh and heavy groan, and many a bit- 
H 2 . 06s 
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ter rear from his watry eyes : and yet not- 
vithitanding all theſe, rhe ſpiricual ſtrength 
and courage of his mind was conſtant and 
invincible. And even as a good Pilot in a 
raging ſea, When clouds and darknefle , 
'hunder and lizhtnings, ſtorm and tempeſt 
:un together, and cofle the ſhip from wave 
:0 wave, as lightly as a ball from hand to 
nand : yet for all that he firs till at the 
helme, with undaunted courage, and marks 
his Compaſs: and by his courage and kill 
tozether keeps on his r1zht and ftedfaſt 
courſe thorow all che rage of fea and wea- 
cher : even ſo this orc thrice noble Gale acins 
eaxing hold of the holy and heavenly 
anchor, namely, a lively faich in Chritt, 
and ftedfalt hope in Ged, he ſurmounts 
the clouds, and fixeth thoſe anchor-holds 
in heaven, and looking Redfalil'y with a 
ſpiritual eye ar the true load-ſtar : namely, 
Qhrilt Jcſus, and the hope of tternu1 happi- 
1efle., he directs bis courſe towards the 
me with an heroiAl ſpirit, and heavenly 
reſolution thorow the tempeſtuous waves 
If thoſe f2arfull remprations : and the ſhip 
*hat carried his body , did not ſo faſt cran(> 
»ort him from delicate Italy rowards Dal- 
»2atia , as the ſhip of heavenly conflancy 
and love of God withdrew his mind and 

| medita- 
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meditation from all natural reſpe&ts and 
worldly delights , ard made 1t mount aloft 
in boly contemplation. _ And tis the pre. 
ſence and grace of Gods ſpirit having over 
come the power of natural affte&tiohs ; he 
began to cheer up himſelf atcer this tem. 
peſt : and firſt ofall, bending the knees of 
bis heart ro the eternal Father in heaven , 
he yeilded his Maje'ty malt hearty thanks , 
for that he had furniſhed -his ſoul with ſuch 
a portion of his grace , as to withſtand and 
conquer Satan 4n ſuch a perilous Fartel :; 
and ior that he had celivered hin from the 
dancer of Popiſh thraldoime, from rite In- 
quifition , and from thar per;ze:ual 1mpri- 
fonmenr both of confciencs and body 
Whic'> the Poplih Caurch would haye 
brou h bin unto , had he not thus eſcaped 
their hands. tHe lik:wiſe praiſed Ged un- 
fainedly , that he vouchſafed to give him 
time, opportunity, and grace to diſcharge 
that duty ro his Wife the young Marchio- 
nefle, which at his firſt departure he had 
omitted, and which oftcniimes he had with 
ereat grief bewailed , and that he ha1ena- 
bl2d him to omit nothing which mighr 
have perſwaded her to have left Sodome, ani 
to have undertaken with him this. bleſied 
pilgrimage towards the heavenly Paul 

em. 
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lem. The remembrance of theſe things 
much- refreſhed his troubled mind, Ir al- 
ſo much conrented and ſatisfied his conſci- 
ence , thatupon that monſtruons and undu- 
dutitull behaviour of his wife towards him 
( ſpoken of before) he had made that pro- 
teſtation which he did : namely , that 
he would uſe the lawful means to be dt- 
vorced from her, who had 'firſt of all di- 
vorced and cut of her ſelf from him , by 
denying that duty of love which the wife 
miy not deny to the husband, nor the huſ- 
band ro the wife : he perſwaded himſelf 
that this proteſtation would work well 
with ber, and make her more conformable 
to her duty , when ſhe had adviſedly thought 
of 1k. 


WD RT” PTR O 9 © 


— 
OA At a 


| 
| 
| 


Caracciolus, Marg.of Fico. 103 


CHAP. XXIIL 


Of his journy home again by Venice , and 
thorow Reetia, aud Switzerland : and 
his ſafe arrival at Geneva : and of the 
great joy he brou7ht to the Church by his 
ſafe return, 


R Eviving his troubled ſpirits with theſe 
cogitations , he arrived at Leſina_1n 
Dalmatia , which 1s the countrey over a- 
oainlt 1taly ; from whencz he paſſedin a 
very quiet paſſage, and calme fea to Yemce ; 
where he found many faithfull ſervants of 
God , and good Chriſtians; who having 
heard afofre thac he was gone to YVicum , 
were exceedinely afraid for that eminent 
and inevitable danger they ſaw he was in, 
either to have his conſcience a ſlave to Po- 
piſh vanity , or his perſon a priſoner to Po- 
Piſh cruelty ; therefore they ceaſed not to 
pray for him nicht and day: and yet for 
all rhat they feared greatly what would 
bzcome of him, Bur when no at laſt they 


ſaw him retuin both ſound in conſcience 
and 
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and ſafe in perſon. : and ſuch a glorious 
conquerour over Sacan, andoverſo many 
(irong remprations with which the world 
and natural affeftions had affailed him : 
their fear was turned intocomfort, their 
forrow into joy, and they all glorified the 
Lord for him, And ſo after mutual com- 
fort eiven and- received, he departed from 
Venice , and-travelied thorow Reta and 
Switzerland, where be viſited ths Charches 
of the Proteſtants, and comforted them 
greatly with his preſence , and by telling 
them what great things the Lord had done 
for him : and ſo by the cgo0d hand of his 
God upon him , he came in ſafery to Genera 
the fourth of October 1n the year 1558, Hig 
ſafe arrival brought exceeding joy to the 
whole Church there ; bur eſpecially to the 
1t al;an Congregation : for his long abſence 
had brouzht them unto ſome ſuſpence and 
doubt not of any alteration of his Religi- 
on, but of ſome cruel and falſe meaſures to 
have been offcred him by the deceicful Pa- 
pilts. Burt when they ſaw him ſo ſafely re- 
turned untoucht in conſcience , and unhurc 
in his p2rſon; and that he had paſled ſo 
many pikes of remprations which they 
knew had been pitch2d againſt him , they 
oave 2reat thanks to the Lo:d for him, But 
when 
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when he had diſcourſed unto them parti- 
cularly the whole courſe of the proceed- 
ings: firlt, what a ſtronz batcery of remp= 
cations and aflaults the divel and the world 
had planred again(t him, then how manful- 
ly be fought and withſtood, and at laſt over- 


came them all; they fell into admiration 


of ſo rare conſtancy, and thought him wor- 
thy of all honour , to whom 1t is given ( as 
the Apoſtle ſaith ) to ſuffer ſo much for 
Chriſt and for Religions ſake : and 1n all 
earneſt manner they maznified the fincular 
orace and mercy of God towards the whole 
Church in bim ; which had nor ſuffered his 
lervant ( this noble Galeacixs ) to be ſedu- 
ced out of the way of that holy calling 
Whereto the Lord had called him ; and who 
had delivered him from ſo ſubtile a craine, 
laid by the policy of the enemy San, to 
have intrapt 41s ſoul and conſcience, by o» 
ve/'::ming kiman the: race of his Religion : 
and they all acknowledged that this Noble 
and godly Gentleman found it verified in 
himſelf , which the kingly Propher ſaith in 
the Pſalme : Becauſe he hath trufted in me, 
therefore Twill ſet him free: I will be with him 
in his tronbles, Iwill deliver him and crown 
him with honour : and in another place , he 
that trufteth inthe Lord , (hall never be con- 

founaed, 
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founded, And thus the Church received a 
double benefit by him : for firit his praRiice 
was an example unto them all of a moſt ex- 
traordinary ands heavenly conſtancy in the 
lovc and profeſſion of true Religion: ſecond- 
ly, the merciful dealing of the Lord with 
him, was a notable confirmation of their 
faith, and an eacouragement to them to per- 
ſever andſtand to the truth, with aſſurance 


that the Lord himſelf would ttand by them, 


—_ 


CHAP, XXIV. 


(certain years after his return to Gene- 
va , he begins to feel in himſelf ane- 
ceſſity of marriage : he deltvers his caſe 

" to Calvin , who refuſed to conſent : the 
matter is referred to the Churches of 
Switzerland , and by them be is re- 
ſolved that he is free from hs firſt wife, 


and may marry agains 


Nd wirh an unſpeakable contentment 
in his own conſcience, and with pub- 


lick joy and thankſziving of the whole 
Church, 
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Church , he ſetled himſelf at Geneva in his 


former private and quiet life Where after 


| a few years he began to find in himſelf 
| ſome reaſons which perſivaded "him to 


think ic needful for him ro live in the Rare 
of marriage : and' therefore haying thus 
long waited and expected a more wiſe and 
dutifull anſwer from his wife ; and perce1- 
ving by her nor anſwering that ſhe (till per- 
ſiſted in that monſtruous ' and unnatural 
wilfulneſſe, which her blinded Popiſh mind 
had formerly undertaken by the perſwaſi- 
on of her blinded Popiſh gundes ; he there- 


| fore purpoſed to take ſuch courſe for his 
remedy, as by the Law of God and his 
| Church thouldin that caſe ſeem allowable : 


namely, to be divorced from her ; who for 


her part had broken the bond 'and untied 


the knot of matrimony. And firſt of all he 


| imparted his mind and purpoſe to Mr. Ca/- 


vin, and craved his godly and wholſome 
counſel in a caſe of ſo great importance, 
His counſel was firſt of all , thac 1t was more 
convenient and lefſe ſcandalous to the ene- 
mies of Religion if he could abſtatne, But 
the Gentleman replied, that the caſe was ſo 
with him as he could not abſtaine, and gave 
him many weighty reaſons which drew him 
to marriage ; and withal participated _ 

Toy. 
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him ſome ſecret reaſons : for the which he 
affirmed it was altogether necetlary tor 
bim to marry, Holy Calune , as he was a 
man endited from Ged with ſharpneſle 
of jud2ement, anda wiſe and a diſcerning 
ſpirit : ſo he foreſaw plainly that many 
would ſpeak evil of the fat, others would 
take offence at it , ſome would plainly con- 
demn it, and ſpzak evil of Religion tor it; | 
andthe rather becauſe ( as he truly ſaid ) ve-. | 
ry few did rightly conceive the full cruth | 
in the do&rine of divorcement :. bur fewelt 
of all would or could know the whole.cir- 
cumſtance of this particular fact. He like- 
wiſe wiſely conſidered that the like prehi. . 
dent was ſcldome ſeen , eſpecially 1n the 1- 
taltan Church , 'whereof this Gentleman 
was 2 principle member, and of ſpeclal ac- 
count , both for his nobility, birth, and 
deſcent, and for his zealous love toReligi- 
on, All which conſiderations , with divers 
other, made reverend Calv:ne not roo eahily 
to ſubſcribe to this purpoſe and motion of 
Galeacus, Notwithſtanding , when ihe 
Gentl:man urged him out of the word of 
God and good conſciznce , with arguments 
which he ſaw and confeſſed, he could nor 
ſufhciently anſwer ; therefore leſt he ſhould 
burden and trouble' the conſcience of ſo 
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vo0d a man , which alledged for himſelf, 
that he was driven by neceſticy to thar 
courſe ; he yeilded thus far to him : thar if 
he would repair unto the learned and rever- 


| end Divine Peter Martyr , and ask his opi- 


nion and the opinions of all the learned 


| and chief Divines of Retaand Switzer- 
| land; and defire them ſeriouſly to conlider 
| of it (aSina matter of ſuch moment, and 


of fo great conſequence , it was requiſite ) 
and then ſer down their judgements 1n the 


| matter, and the reaſons moving them there- 
| unto; he promiſed that he would alſo ſub- 
| ſcribe unto them , and moſt willingly yeild 


unto him", whar liberty ſoever they did al- 
low him : alwayes provided that he alſo 
ſhould ſubmit himſelf unco their cenſure, 
and ſtand to the tryalof their judgements 
inthis caſe, Galeacins moſt willingly yeil- 
ded hereunto,as one,who defired nothing bur 
that which the Lord by his word, and by 
the voyce of his Chutch , ſhould allow him ; 
and (o taking the courſe that Calvine had 
adviſed him , he cauſed letters to be drawn 
and ſent to Zurich, Berne , and other the 
Churches of Sw:tzer/and ; opening the 
whole circumſtance of the matter , and ex- 
pounding the caſe truly and fully ; and 
humbly craved the judgements of the 

Church 
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Church in a caſe ef conſcience ſo great and 
doubtful. The chief Preachers and moſt lear- 
ncd Divines yeilded to his honeſt and godly 
requeſt & aflembled about ir:the matter was 
much and long debated , and argued at large 
on both ſides : and after mature deliberation 
and {ufficient conſultation had , it was con- 
cluded and agreed on by them all with one 
conſent, that he mighc with ſafe conſcience 


_ depart from that wife , which had firſt of all 


on her own part broken the bond, and difſ- 
ſolved the marriave knot, and for the proof 
of this their opinion, many cauſes and rea- 
ſons were alleadged and laid down out of the 
Scriptures, Fathers, Conncils,and out of the 
Civil Law, which is the law almoſt of all 
countries in Chriftendome. All which (both 
of their concluſions and their reaſons } were 
put in writing, andare regiltred and ſafely 
recorded ; and are kept to this day ready to 
be ſhewed to whomſocver and whenſozyer 
need ſhall ſo require ; for 1t was thought 
good by the:Church fo to do 3 both for that 
the caſe was extraordinary , and would be f1- 
niſtrily ſpoken of,and cenſured by many,who 
knew not ſufficiently how ic food : and 
eſpectally for the preventing of any ſlander 
or cavil which the enzmies' might objeR a- 
gainſt our Religion, N 
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CHAP. XXV. 


By publick ſentence of the Church and judg- 
ment of the Law, he is acorced from his 
former wife : and after & time he mar» 
rieth a Frezch Gentlewoman a widow of 
about forty years of age, himſelf then te- 
1:9 about three and forty. 


Aleacis having thus laid his founda- . 
tion, proceeded further ; but (i1}] with 

the conſent of che Church , and obſerving 
the due form of Law, and the ordinary 
courſe of Jultice in ſuch caſes , he craved 
publickly of the Magiſtrate that he mighc 
be divorced, - that is, hat he might be 
pronounced to be free and Yiſcharged from 
that wife, who had already cur oft ber ſelf 
from him. The Magiſtrate conſidering the 
truth and circumſtance of the caſe , together 
with the judgement of the Divines, where- 
unto alſo was agreeable the judgement cf 
the Law , granted unto him as by his advo- 
cates 
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cates it Was required ; 3 and ſo in publick 
Courc, and by ſentence definite, and irrevo- 
cable, he was divorced, and was pronoun- 
ced to be free, anddiſcharged of his former 
wife /V;&oria ; and that it was lawful for 
him and in his choice to live unmarried or 
to marry as himſelf would, Afrer which 
liberty obcained, he imparted the matcer to 
bis friends , and applyed himſelf co think 
of another wite, he asked their advices in 
this point alſo. And herein he rook that 
courſe which generally men in the world 
take not; far in his choice he reſpeRed not 
ſo much wealth, birth, nor beauty , but on- 
ly to find a fir companion of his life , and 
ſuch a one, as with whom he might Icad 
thac which remained of his life in 2 com- 
fortable contentment , in tranquility of 
mind and peace of conſcience , that ſo he 
mizht the more cheerfully ſerve the Lord, 
and wait for the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Which courſe of his is more to be noted, e- 
ſpecially in o Meat 2 man , and ſo honout- 
ably diſcended ; and the rather to croſle 
and controle 'the carnal and worldly cour- 
ſes, which men for the molt part and wo- 
men alſo obſerve in their marriages ; re- 
ſpe&iny thoſe things firſt which ſhould be 
laſt, 2nd that laſt or notar all which ſhould 
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be'firit and aboye all. Galeacires Continue: 
1.2;this..hg purpoie, and loekins abayp: 
tor his -Choyce,, the Providence cf God 
{ watch dogh never fail Als Children, eſpee 
cially in ſo great ma ceerd)) 6id offer unto 
him 2 fir opporcenity, For {0'.it was, that 
at-rne i2:me tyNe,. a-cerialn- Gen tlewoman 
of Fr. ce, & VWaidow , cq4'ife from Roax, th 
Geneva, to; true Relizion wake ,, which ſhe 

loved and profefied, and-for che love of 'it 
;2fe ber Count: Ys and c:xm2 thither ſor [1- 
b2rcy of hc conſcience. - She was a Mas 
f:only and a grave Woman ,-and we!l re- 
ported of for her mo. elty, honelty, fear of 
God, and for inanifold good qualicies : Her 
nune Was Anna Premnroge. and was abour 
forty. yeares of 4zc. . AM which eitciugd- 
ſtances Galearius well ob(etying R chovgbc 
her a fit and convenient Wife for him : ara 
ſo. wich. the coplenc and liking of othee 
200d friends, he took her to Wie, 2nd 


Fizd her the ſixteench day of January, 1509, 


and in the thiee and tortiech year or. his 
azz; and they ltved rogether miny yeares 
aiter with much: confo:. once of another, 


"and in an excellenc agreement. , being both 
. of the ſame Religion, and of one mind ,- 4l- 


wayes drawing: in one Yoke, and bearing 


- One burchen : dividing, K berwixe them ; . 
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Whether it was by joy or ſorrow : ſo that the 
unquiernefle of- life paſt, was now recom- 
penced with a life full of all contentment ; 
and fo loving her, and being truly loved of 
her, chey ſpenc their dayes in all mutuall 
comfort, ſolacing themſelves in their quier 
and privace life, and joying in the mutual 
faichfulnefle and loyalty which one perform- 
ed to another. Low thus (hall the man be 
bleſſed that feareth che Lord, 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of his courſe of life after his marriage, 


bis fragaluy. 
Ow being married , he laboured to de- 
liver and disburden bimielf of worldly 
cares ; and therefore he preſcribed to him | 
ſelf a ſparing and frugal courfe of life ; re- ' 
ſolving to keep himſelfe within the com- 
paſſe of his Revenue, which alchough it was | 
as mich again as it was afore , by his Wives | 
Dowry : yet by many other hinderances was 
far lefſe than heretofore it had been. And 
firſt for his Houſhold ,- his care was to have 
ic 
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ic as lictle as might be, aud cherefore for his 
ſervice and attendance he onely kepi two 
maig-fervants 3 and for himſelt he led his 
life in great ſobriety, and in very mean e- 
are, yet alwayes free from ſorcid baſe- 
neſle, and alwayes keeping aſeemly deco- 
rum : never wanting any thing that Was ne* 
ceſlary , nor having much that was ſuper- 
fluous. His attire was plain and homely, 
but alwayes comely, clean and handſome : 
and he chat in his own Countrey might have 
been Lord of ſo many Tenants, and Com- 
mander of ſo many Servants, did now waik 
the ireets of Geneva alone, ofrzn not ha- 
ving the attendance of one man : yea, he 
would nor diſdain tro come himſelf into 
the marker, nor think ſcorn to provide 
himſelf of neceflaries ; and ſometime would 
buy and carry home fruirs, herbs, roots and 
ſuch other things. And this courſe of Life, 
roperther with lib-rty of rrue Reli.ion, he 
efteemed greater happinefle than tne Mat 
queſdome of Yicum, And although by this 
courſe of Lite -he could ſcarce be diſcerned 
from an ordinary man, and from the com- 


'Man ſort of people : notwithitanding im 


his' countenance: appeared-that gravity, iti 
his geftures, betiaviours, and in -his whole 
Body ſhone that comely Majeſty, as any 

I 2 ' . miſe 
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wiſe man tohave ſeen him ,- and well conſi- 
tered him, would have preſently judged 
that be came of a noble Race, and thac: he 
"had been fir for the. greateſt employments 

of the world « which alſo was: ſo much che 
Orexrer, becauſe that with his exceHency: of 
tirth and peffon, - and perfeRion of. all 
Gentlemanly behaviours -was joyned true 
S6dlineflc and the fear of God, which of tit 
Felt is of ſuch fofce ; as. it /is ablc even.to 
Honour him; who wanteth theſe worldly 
"Ornaments and outward Perfe&ions. How 
much therefore: did it mazpifie. him who 
Had ir'in ſo great a meaſure); "and accompa- 
nicd with fo" many true: Complements: of 
Gentry and*Hohou: ?  Byall which it came 
fo paſſe, that ſo marly pares of the chiefcl(t 
excellencies meeting in thatbone man, made 
kim ro ſhine above. orher: che' members of 
the Church ;as the Moon. among the'Stars, 
So that the 1ralias Church; rhough bur lir- 
tle of it ſelf; yet by the vertues and worthi> 
Mele of this-one noble .Gentleman, feemed 
tobe compared with the whole Charch-of 
Geneva, And'as he was an honour unto that 
Church, ſo was:hz again 'moſt honourably 
elecined of :+that Church :-yea;. not only'of 
thar Church, byr of th2: whote Church; and 
Kite of Gets: for not one Senatour nor 
- Magiltrate of the City, not one of the Prea- 
chers 
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chers and Miniſters of the Church was to 
be found, Which had hot alwayes in their. 
mouthes, the commendation of noble G 4- 
leacins: yea,, he was honoured and highly 
eltecmed of by chem all, andir was hard ro 
{ay, Whether hz was more loved or admired 
among them. In a word, he was loved of. 
all men, looked ar of all men., ſpoken cf 
by all men, magnified and _cx'olled, yea, 
wondred ar of all men; and chough he 
knew not many himſelf, yet all men la- 
boured to know him. No publick meeting 
was appointed , no ſolemn Fealt was made, 
whereto this our Galeacins was not ſo- 
lemnly called ; ya, every man was deiirous 
of him, and happy was he that might have 
his company : yea, they thoughs their meet- 
ing graced, and their Houſes honoured 
with his preſence ; and in all Aſſemblies the 
chiefeſt and higheſt Room was offered him, 
yea, as hrull upon him ,.though he no- 
thing at all reſpeRed 1c. And alchough he 
refuicd the Name and Title of Marqueſſe, 
becauſe, he. ſaid , che Emperour had cur off 
his ſucceſhion, and deprived him of that Ho- 
nour becauſe of his Religion : norwith- 
ſanding, ,do what, he could,. he was called 
by no other name all his life long, and that 
not by ſome few, his frjiznds and favourites, 
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bur by all ſor: s of men, even ſtrangers them - 
ſelves, and ſuch as were not of his Religion, 
For all mcn thinking that he had 1njury to 
be deprive of his lawfull ſucceſſion 3 there- 
fore rhovgh they could nor give him the Li- 
ving an« E''ate, yer they 2ave him all they 
could, that is, the Name and Title, Such 
were his Noble'and Genclemanly Qualities 
( beſides his Chriſtian Vertues ) that they 
won the love and liking of all men; and 
cauſed th:m to honour him far above that 
he defired or cared for : yea, every one 
laboured ro ſhew any ſervice , 'or to per- 
form any dury towards him : nay, iran» 
cers themſelves were defirous to ice him, 
and were drawn into admiration of him z 
inſomuch, as whenſoever. any of the Nobi- 
licy or Pcinces of Chriftendome , eſpecially 
of Traly, did travel to ſee forreign Natt- 
oDs z and for the moſt parc taking Geneva in 
their way (Which place generally all Travel- 
lers have a defire great to ſee ) they would 
by no means oT:it-to ſee and vifit Galea» 
cu, Thus did Froncys and Alphon/us, the 
young Dukes of Ferrara, Oftavins the Prince 
of S:leram 3+ and'” thus did Ferne/ſivs the 
Duke of P::r124; and divers,who in their tra- 
vel coming by Gezeva, entertained bim in 
all che Complements of Courtefie and of 
honour, 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Fico. 119g 


honour,no lefle than if he had been at Naples 
in his former glory : or if he had ill been 
a Courtier in the Emperours Court,as here- 
tofore he had been. in 2 word, no Noble 
Man, no Ambaſſadour , no great Scholler, 
no manof note of any forreign nation came 
that way, but preſently they uſed meanes ro 
have a fight of this noble Marqueſle ; and 
forthe moſt part defired to bave ſome com- 
pany and conference with him : So that he 
was reſorted unto continually by men of 
all ſorts ; as though he had nor been a pri- 
vate man, keeping a mean eftate and dwel- 
ling in a lictle bouſe ; but rather as though 
he had been a Prince in the Court, or one 
near in place to the Emperour himſeltfe, 
But though all men defired his acquain- 
rance and company , and he avain was not 
Curious in that point , but courteous to all 
as occaofin was offered yet for the met 
part, his moſt familiar converſation Was 
with the men of his own Nation: nimely, 
with his Country men, the /ra/ians,of whom 
there was a flonciſhing Church at Geneva at 
che ſame time; and which alſo flouriſhed 
the berter by his means, as herecofore hath 
been declared. Amongſt whom though he 
behaved bimſelf, it is doubcfull wherher 


more ciyilly, or more humbly , yet for all 
] 4 chat 
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tharhe washonoured of them ..all, and uſed 
mote like a-Lord thin a-private man : which 
ahough he 1n every 'reſpe& deſerved , yer 
by no meanes defired. And: ſo befides (al 
his worthy and excellent parts, -bs bumbi- 
mifd - and- frizndly Converſation made 
him more honourable. And ed ſpeak bur 
*truth of him, out of all quettion he was no! 
only a good Chriſtian, bur ( which 1snag «!- 
wayes {een ) a perfe& and an abſolute man : 
yez, a than: can hardly name any.of theb 

good parts, and amiable qualities , which 
ror the mott part do win a mans love 1ithe 
world, which: were nor'to be tound in this 


'noble Gentteman, For 'beſides his Noble 


Birth and P:incely E lucations, his Religion 
and true fear of God , he was alſo humbly 


minded, 'aff:ble , courteous, and friend!y 


ro all mzn'; he was wiſe, diſcreet, of good 


conceir, ang of -an-excellent ſpeech anddiſ- 


Courſe, It would have delighted a man to 
have heard hjm ſpeak ;; for as h13 Memo- 


: ry was exceedinos good; fo his natural E- 


” © 
loquence, his (mooch (ile, hiscahe, quiet, 
and ſeemly delwery, made, his ſpeech co be 
ereatly commended. of alt, that heard. him. 
A man would 'have wand:cd to ſee” now 


"many, even of the b2{ fort, would haveJa- 


doured tg hay2 been in tis Company ; and/as 
| ic 
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'c were, hath catched up and eaten his words 
trom his mouthi;:: When 1t. pleaſed him t- 
difcourſe.of tome of thoſe Exploits and AGd- 
venrures, which had fallen within the co:n- 
vaſle of his own knowledge: As of ihe-Em- 
5erour Charles che fifth, his Voyag- into 
Provence, and of bis Wars which he i224 in 
(elderland,againt the Duke of Cleve , and 
of-mzny other great Aﬀairs, and ipec1.l Im- 
ployments, ' Neither was he only a jit Com- 
panion for Gentlemen and men of | (tate, 
but ſich was the mildneſle of his nature 
and diſpoſition, that he was alſo kind and 
couttzous to men of lower place, and mot 
of all, tothe poor : amongſt whom, if they 
were godly and honeſt, he would converſe 
as familiarly as with his Equals , or with 
men of greater place. He was alloof a free 
and tiberal-heart;z no-poor.or dutreflicd man 
did ever require his afſiftance, or crave his 
help, but; preſently he would reach unto 
then his helping hand, and relieve them by 
all means he could ; yea, the want of his for- 
mer wealth and lofſe of his Marqueſdome 
did nzver 2rieve him, bur when he had nor 
whe:Civithall to exerciſe his Charity to- 
warcs the poor ſouls of God. : it was his 
joy and delight to be lending and giving to 
Thoſe that wanted , and 1n that reſpect couly 
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he often wiſhed himſelf as great a man in 
Gentvay as he was in /raly : but to his power 
and abilicy his good Works did farre ex- 
ceed the proud and Phariſaical Papiſts, who 
olory in their workes , and will be ſaved 
by them, Priſoners and men in danger did 
ofcen feel his bounty ; he omitred not to 
vifit kis ſick brethren , and chat molt dili- 
22ntly : ſuch as were poor he relieved; yea, 
the richeſt and learned of all, did think 
themſelves intheir fickneſſes happy to have 
bim wich them ; hispreſence and company, 
bur eſpecially his calk and Chriſtian exhor- 
rations Were ſn comfortable unto them. 
His ordinary exerciſes were theſe : Every 
day he repaired to the Church, and heard 
divine Service, and mifſed not to be pre» 
ſent at Prayers with the Congregation, e- 
ſpecially he never omitted co hear the 
Sermons and the Word preached : which 
he did alwayes wich wonderfull Devotion 
and Reverence ro the Word of God; for 
he judged and eſteemed the true happineſſe 
of a man, and the only ſweet and pleaſant 
life confiſtedin living holily , in walking in 
Gods wayes,. in meeting with Satans cemp- 
rations, in bridling the corruptions of his 
nature, and in ſerving God truly and fin- 
cerely without bypocrifie ; unto all which 
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Reps of happineſſe he thought he could ne- 
ver attain, but by the preaching of the 
Word 3 whereupon he alſo adjoyned a dai- 
ly courſe of reading the Scripture : thus la. ' 
bouring out of the Scriptures to lay the 
foundation of his own Salvation , which he 
applyed to the profit and comfort, not of 
hitnſelfe alone, but of many othe:s with 
him. 

Beſides all this, for the love he bear unto 
the Church , and the defire he had todo all 
00d he could ; he took upon him the office 
of an Elder in the Church, the duty where- 
of he ſupplyed daily , carefully obſerving 
and enquiring into the manners, and lives 
of protefſors ; allowing and encouraging 
the Good , and cenſuring the Offenders, 
Which he did with great care and conſci- 
ence, left that ſcandals and offences mighr 
ariſe in the Church , whereby either the 
quiet and good eſtate of the Church ar home 
might be diſturbed, or the Enemy mighr 
have any occaſion to ſlander the profeſſion 
of Religion. Neither Rayed he here, but 
belide this publick care and labeur, he alſo 
was daily well occupied 1n more private 
matcers : for wherever he {aiv, obſerved, or 
beard of any Diflentions , Suits in Lai, or 
Controverhes amongſt Chriſtian Neigh- 

bours 


124 TheLife of GaſGacius 


bours, he was exceeding carefull ro end and 
compcic them : and for that.end, as he had 
a ripe wit, and a good .conceit and deep.in- 
+ ſight, ſo he would employ. them all co th 
finding out the truth and ftate of the cauſe :. 
and having found it, he, would uſe all his 
authority 3 .yea, he would..make himſelfe 
' bcholding ro men,. on condition they would 
yield one to another, and live in peace. 'In 
2 Word, his whole courſe of life ſayoured 
of Grace, and .did ſhew him to be a ſanRified 
man ; yet doubtleſſe, he thought himſelfe 
born not for himſelf, bur-for God and for 
the. Church : and he thought no time ſo 
well ſpenr , nor any buſineſſe* ſo well. diſ- 
patched , as that wherein neither gain or 
pleaſure to himſelf was thought or obtain- 
tained, but only Gods Glory advanced, his 
Church edified,. Religion maintained, and 
the good work of Gods Grace confirmed 1n 
himſelf and others, 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


Being aged; be falleth in ants 4 ng; od 
' Langurſbing þ ickpeſſe... 


Nd chivsi he Greco Ar Bt many 
years full 6f. joy and quietnefle,.icom- 
fol and contermment , far'from all wotld- 
by ambition, 'and as it were forgetting whar 
he'was, and what he was born to-1n' this 
World, only reſpectipg what” he was to ih- 
herit in the world to come ;'abd as he had 
besun, ſo hercontinued in a loathing kind 
deretiation . of''all Popiſh ſuperttiriow! 'and 
unpieties. But with this great -quietriefſe 
of mind and conſcience, there wanted not 
ſome outward and corporall vexations : 
for after this long peace, new afflitions and 
ſtormes came upon him, whereby the Al- 
mighty would the berrer try him, and make 
his faich, bis hope, his patience and perſe- 
verance to ſhine more gloriouſly ; rhat ſo 
afterward he might receive a more cxcellenc 
Reward, and a more elorious Crown. 
For firſt of all, he fell ſick of a or1eVOus 
doubtfull and dangerous Diſeaſe , which 
had 
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had bred upon him by abundance of cheume, 
Whereby he became (ſo ſhort-winded that he 
could hardly draiv his breath 3 by force of 
ſuch weaknefſe he was exceedingly cor- 
mented night and day : for the good Gentle- 
man Was conſtrained oftentimes to fit up 
whole nights together, and was fain to be 
removed from room to room, and from 
one place to anather, to ſee if by any means 
he might take ſome (leep, which by the ve- 
hemency of this. Diſeaſe was almoſt quice 
gone from him. This Diſeaſe had grown 
upon: him by reaſon of his many, and long, 
and fore- journeys;:which he had taken by 
Sea and by Land for his Conſcience ſake : 
and of the great Diſtempers and Alterations 
of che Rate of his Body, which: for his Souls 
Jake he had undergone. 


A. ( 
IN DY I 'R 
QMY \F "0 


\ V Q 
\ JW > 
WIdJ % 
d W 


DJ 
1% 
x 


'/ 


A jeſut ir ſent from hfmabrad to Re” Fa: 
? offering | Peary wits , let op1 


* Caracciolus, Marq.of Vice. 127 


CHAP, XXVIII. 


A new temptation aſſaults him : a Jeſuit 
is ſent from his friends in Italy to re- 
claim him by offe-irg him great ſums 
of money, and to make bis younger 
fon a Cardinal : bnt he valiantly ſcorn- 
eth it all, and ſends him home back with 
ſhame, | 


Ut this latiguiſhing fickneſſe d1d nor ſo 
much affi& his weak and aged body, as 
Satan laboured by another device, and a 
new tempration to trouble and vex his 
righteous ſoul. For ic came to paſſe char 
abour the ſame time when this diſeaſe had 
ſeized upon him, there came to Geneve out 
of .1taly a Nephew of his, the nacural ſon of 
his own ſiſter, wich letters to him from his 
former Wife Y;for:4 the Marchionefle, as 
alſo from his eldeſt Son the young Matr- 
queſſe : unto which letters this young Gen- 
tleman being a Schollar , added many 
words of his own to lictle purpoſe ; la- 
bouring to perſmade and allure him with 
much 
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much and vain babling, that now at the 
laſt he would acknowledge his errour, and 
return home again co his own Countrey, 
his former Relivion,: and his ancinc inhe- 
ritance. . The principal cauſe both of their 
wikis, and-his comidg ſo,far:was this ; -b&- 
cauſe, chat, pf be would now. at. laſt tecu:n, 
hereby he mjzhr x1:hout doubt (: as he faid } 
advance his youngeſt Sar» (Charles, eicher to 
che Princely {Hf&Hf a Cardinal,ot at leaſt ro 
be foine great Biſhop. - For, faich he, where- 
as:pba&Sonvis nbiv admicrediinto. Holy Or- 
ders, and is ( for his great friends and alli- 
ance, and for his ſpecial rowardlinefle ) in 
poſſibility of. 19. grear prefcrment-, your 
perunacy and obltinate perverſeneſlz in fol 
lowing andgdefendinyg a new found and.up7 
Rarc Religion,,and condemned (as he tag ) 
by all the great eſtates of 4raly, is the very 
binderance of- your Sons preferment. Theſe 
kind of nzwes, how highly. chey offended 
the holy and Chriſtian ſoul 6f this thrice no- 
ble G -/:aci#s , Who from his heart abhor- 
red, and in his ſoul dereſted thoſe vain un- 
godly, and prophane Dignities ip the Po- | 
piſh Church, I leave it. xo, be judged by 
the Chriſtian Reader ; and therefore having 
wich much grief of mind, heard thus much 
of this uaſayoury and unplgaſatic Mellage, 
| an 
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and nor able longer to forbear , he firſt of 
all cook the letters, and before his face thar 
brouvyht them, threw them into the fire 2 
and then briefly, but gravely, wiſely , and 
zealouſly he ſhaped him his anſwer by 
word of mouth ? thizking ſo bad and baſe 
a meſlace unworthy the time and labour of 
wilting, And firſt of all he told him, thar 
ther could not have come ro him more 
beavy and unwelcome news of his ſon than 
theſe :-rhat be was ſo blind a papiſt, rhar 
for the hope of this worldly advancement 
he would venture the rvine and ſubverſion 
of his ſoul , And bad him tell his ſon thac 
he would hinder him in thar ungodly 
courſe by all meanes he could : and he ſajd 
he kneiv not whether it more grieved bim 
to ſee the vanity of his ſons proceeding, 
then 1t rejoyced him that ic lay in hs 
power any wayes to hinder him 1n the 
ſame : Yea, ſaith he , know thou, and I:c 
that my ſeduced ſon, know that you could 
have uſed ſcarce any argument unto me ſo 
forcible to make me perbit in my r2\1gion, 
and ro derz(t pop2ry, as this, that in ſo do- 
in2 may hinder my ſon from the abomi- 
nable_dignities of the Pobiſh Church ; and 
cherefore ſaith he , return my ſon this 
anſyver ; that inſtead of helping him to the 2 
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preferments, I will pray for ever to the Lord 
for him, who is the father of his ſoul and 
mine, that he would open his eyes to ſee the 
truch , and that he may bave grace after the 
example of me his father co ſee the horrible 
ſuperſtitious Idolatries and 1mpleties of 
Popery, and ſeeing rhem to abhor and de- 
celt chem, and renouncing the vanitics of all 
worldly Pomp and Honour, to dire& his 
footſteps to the Lord, and embrace his holy 
truth, and yeild his ſoul and conſcience 0- 
bedient co the heavenly calling , and ſo be- 
come the ſervant and childe of the moſt 
high God ; whereby he may aſpire and at- 
raine to the true and higheſt dignity , 
which 1s to enjoy the favour and comforta- 
ble preſence of God, and his holy grace ; to 
love God , and to be loved of him, and fo 
at laſt to be advanced to that heaverly and 
eternal glory which is prepared for them , 
who in this world do . fotrſake themſelves 
and their own deſires, that they may in 
true holinefle ſerve the Lord, With theſe 
and ſuch like holy ſpeeches he anſwered the 
diſholy and diſhone(t demand of this carnal 
Papiſt, Bur for all that , this importu- 
nate and unreaſonable Jeſuit ( for he was of 
thar ſe& ) ceaſed not to be troubleſome to 
this Nobleman ; ill urging him with fond 

| and 


NR 


Caracciolus, Marg.of Yico. 113 


and frivolous reaſons, and prefling him 
with ridiculous arguments : as this eſpect- 
ally for one ; he promiſed him a huge ſum 
of mony if he would return home , which 
ſaith he lies ready at L:ons for you , and the 
brokers and exchangers there are prepared 
to payitc, And be further aflured him that 
if he would come again 1ato /raly, they 
had procured him liberty of his conſclence 
and Religion at Twring : and there alſo { he 
ſaid ) he ſhould find a great ſum of mony 
ready for him, Burt when this 1mportu- 
nate fellow preſumed to prefle the good 
Conſcience of this reſolute Gentleman with 
ſuch baſe arguments, and began to welgh 
Religion in apaire of gold weights ; then 
the Noble hcart of this holy Chriltian 
could not but ſhew it ſelf moved, and 
therefore in a holy zeal and ardent love 
of his Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, he cryed our, 
Let th:ir mony periſh with them, who eſtcers 
all the oold inthe world worth one dayes [9- 
ciety with Jeſus Chrift , and his holy ſpirit * 
and curſed ſaith he , be that Religion for e- 
ver , Which ſhall wed men to the world, and- 
divorce them from God, Go home therey 
ſore , ſaith noble Galeacins, take away the 
filver again , and make much of thar drofl 
of the carth, rogether with your dregs ot 
K 2 /Po- 
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Popery, lock them up together 1n the cheſt 
of your hearts, And as for me know 1t 
that my Lo:d and Saviour Chriſt hath 
made me enamoured of far more precious 
jewels and durable riches : bur che heavenly 
conltancy of this holy man , drove this 

frantick Papilt from his bias into an cx- 
© trexm choller , for he according to the na- 
ture of his Popes holy Religion , thoughr 
that when all o:her arguments , had failed, 
yet money would have won him , and there- 
tore ſeeing him ſo highly to ſcorne, and 
ſo diſdainfully to contemn the great offers, 
he chought 1t very firang ; and therefore 
ſeeinz all biz labour loſt, and his beſt hold 
prove ſo weak, he fell from mony to meer 
inadneſſe ; and forgetting himſelf and his 
duty , brake out into 11] words , and re- 
proachful termes : But when the Magittrates 
were informed of it, and ſaw that this arro- 
vant Papit durit ſo far abuſe the patience of 
ſo honourable a man , therefore by their 
authority , they fotb1d him the City ( as the 
manner of the place is in ſuch caſes ) and 
ſo this newes-bringer had his paſſe-port to 
be packing, and to 2o home and count his 
filver, and there to brag of his good ſuc- 
ceſſe , for he now could ſayby good expe- 
rience , that ſo much money as was enough 
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tolead a hundred Popiſh Friers to ,and fro 
Whether a man would, like Bears by the noſe» 
could not touch rhe conſciznce of one Pro” 
teſtant, much lefle make him a Papiſt, 
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CHAP, XXVUI. 


Being delivered from the tmportunity of the 
Feſuit : not long after came a Monk , 
nimble witted and learned,a kinſman of 
hw own, who had a ftirong conceit he could 
have reclaimed him: but he came tco 
late, the Marqueſſe being dead before he 


Came, 


Nd thus it pleaſed God to deliver this 

ſick Gentleman from this crouble/ome 
remper, and this meſſenger of Saran which 
came to have buffeted him , but he buttered 
him, yea and vanquiſhed him, and fatan in 
him , that he might report at home, that he 
found the Marqueſſe fick in body, bur 
whol:in mind, yea that be never ſav in 
all his life ſo reſolute a conſcience and to 
couragious a mind in ſo weak a body. 
And thus the Lord doubtricfſe 014 1n mercy 
to 
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to him , that b2ing free from this diſquier 
companion , he might with more comforre 
and leſſe grief , bear the burden of his {ick- 
neſſe, which now grew upon him more and 
more , and left him not til it made him 
leave the world, and til it had tranſlated 
bim from this bis pilgrimage to his errnal 
reſt? and ill it had made him of a poor 
Marqueſſe upon earth, a glorious King in 
heaven , Whoſe death as 1t was wonder. 
fully lamented. of the Church for the unre- 
covcrable lofle they had of him : ſo ir was 
a merciful bleſſing, and a welcome meſlen- 
ver of God to him +: for it freed and dehi- 
vered him from many ſtorms of new temp- 
rations which the Divel had raiſed againſt 
him ; for within a ſhore rime after his death 
there came to Geneva a certain Monk, a 
good ſcholler, +{-2ntleman by birth, and 
neer akin to Galeacizs, who being puft up 
with monkiſh pride, and a conceit of his 
own ability for ſuch an emterprize, thought 
ſo far to have prevailed with Galeacims by 
his nimble wit and eloquent tongue , as to 
have perſwaded him now at the laſt either 
to have relinquiſhed his R2ligton, or ar leaſt 
ro have returned into 7raly ( where his Un- 
cle had been lately Pope ) that ſo by his 
preſence and covntznance, andthe mee 
ls 
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his great friends ( which he had both in the 
Popes and Emperours Court) his children 
might be in more poſſibility of thoſe high 
dipnities and great places in the world , 
which they and their other friends aimed at : 
and for the attainment whereof, nothing ſo 
much hindred them as their fathers Religion 
and courſe of life. But he returned home a 
proud fool as he came, and aſhamed of his 
proud and inſolent ſpirit , which perſwaded 
him by his vain babling he could have over- 
come him,whom he found ,when he came to 
Geneva to have overcome the world, and all 
ſpiricual enemies, and now to bz criumph- 
ing in the glory of heaven. And {ſo leaving 
him and all other bis Popiſh and carnal kind- 
red, gnaſhing their teeth forrapger to ſee his 
2dmirable conſtancy ; ; let us return again to 
our fick Gentleman, whoſe end now hafling 
on will alſo haſten an end to this rang tory. 


CHAP. XXX, 


Is long and languiſhing fickneſſe grew 
and encrealed upon him in ſach mea- 
{ure 
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ſure , as his pain was moſt grievous; but 
he bare it all with an heroical and heaven- 
ly courage : ſo that it might manifelily ap- 
pear that eventihe Lord from heayen did 
lend him Rrengch , and as the corments and 
panes of the diſcaſe encreaſed, ſo his fairh 
and patience , and all heavenly verrues 
ſhone in hin more and more : 1o that 1t 
was moſt true of him which the Apoſtle 
ſaith , as the outward man periſh:th, ſo the 1n- 
war man was renewed «daily, His body pls 
ned away , bur bis ſoul grew from (irength 
to ſtrenzth: and as a by-ſtander feels not 
the pains of him that 1s tormented or rack- 
ed before his eyes: ſo his ſoul and mind 
Rood as it were afar off, beholding the 
paines and vexations of the body , and be- 
Ing untouchr it ſelf, did as it were laugh at 
Satan, fin, death , and damnation ; who by 
all thcir joynt power could do no more , 
but only to vex and rack this poor carcaſe 
with bodily diſeaſes, but were not able to 
touch the ſoul , to vex the mind, or wound 
the Conſcicnce, If any man aske the reaſon 
why his mind or conſcience was ſo quiet 
in this ſo great torment of the body : the 
reaſon was; for that his mind was im- 
ployed in holy meditations, as of the fin- 
Sular love of God his fatherunto him in 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus , whereby he "aſſured himſelf 
undoubtedly of ſalvation, of the manifold 
holy graces, wherewith God had adotned 
him : by the force whercof he ſaid, he had 
born of ſo many buffets of Satan , bad 
paſſed ſo many pikes of troubles , and come 
away copque:our in io many fearfull fights, 
as bad oppoſcd themielves agair ſt him in 
his converſion, Theſe gifts and graces of 
God he weighed with the croſſes of his fick- 
neſle , and found them tar heavier : and he 
compared theſe momentary and light af- 
fliions, with thar exceeding and eternal 
weighe cf glory which he ſaid , he knew 
was laid upfor him in heaven, Theſe and 
ſuch like meditations cheered up his ſpirit 
more than the force of his fickneſſe could 
apal him. 

But 8bove all things he felt unſpeakable 
comfort and ſweetneſle in his prayers to 
the Lord : which he peured out meoſt fer- 
vently , and wh a zealous and faichfull 
heart : and would often ſay thar in rhe 
midſt of his prayers, his ſoul ſeemed to him 
to be even raviſhed out of himſelf, and to 
taſte of the bleflcd joyes of heaven. So that 
the ſaying of the bleſſed Apoſile was verifi- 
cd in him, As the [vff erings of Chriſt abour- 
dedin us, 0 conſolation by Chriſt bounded 
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much more, In his ſickneſſe he wanted no 
help of the Phyſitzans, for they came to him 
out of all parts of the City , and willingly 
did they all do their diligence abour 
his body ; whoſe ſoul they knew had 
Chriſt Jeſusto be the Phyfitian for ir. His 
friends alſo continually viſited him , who 
were of the chick men in the City; and 
they were all welcome to him, rich and 
poor: and it is hard to ſay whether he re- 
ceived more comfort by them, or they more 
ſpiritual edification by him ; his ſpeeches 
and behaviours were ſo full of paticnce , 
and ſo well ſeaſoned with all grace, All 
his friends performed to him what duty 
ſoever was in their power , but eſpecially 
tis worthy Wife did then ſhew her ſelf moſt 
loving and ſoyal , for ſhe was never from a- 
bour bim ,' and ſaw that he wanted nothing 
which the world could yeild for the reco- 
very of his health. Bur all was in vaine, 
for the time of his diſſolution was at hand , 
and he had run th2 Royal Race of a moſt ho- 
ly Chriſtian life ; and now nothing remain- 
ed bur ablefled dearn, He might ſay as 
the Apoſtle did with much joy of heart; 7 
have run my race, I have finiſhed my courſe,1 
Fave kept the faith : from hence-forth is laid 
ap for me a Crown of righteouſneſſe , which 
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Chrift the righteous Jnage will g:ve to me, and 
zoall ſuch as wait for his apptarin 

After few dayes thz violencc of his ſick- 
neſſe was ſuch, as it overcame all power of 
phyſick; ſo that it was manifeſt , that that 
blefled hour approached wherein the Lord 
had appointed to accompliſh his own good 
work inhim, therefore he ſequeſtred him- 
ſelf from all care of his body, and from all 
worldly cogitations ; he renounced the 
world and all in it : he took his farewel of 
his Wife, and his Chriſtian Friends, and 
{aid he ſhould lead them the way to Heaven, 
He fixed all his thoughts upon his Soul , and 
Soul and all on the Lord in heaven : and 
cryed to Chriſt Jeſus ; that as he had ſought 
him all his life,” ſo he would now receive 
him and acknowledse him for his own; 
And thus all his friends ſar about him , and 
as the Preachers and Miniſters were occu- 
piedin holy prayers and reading of thc ho- 
ly Scriptures, and applying to him the hea- 
venly conſolaiions of Gods word, in the 
performance of theſe exerciſes he ended his 
days , wherein he þad taken delighr all his 
life lon2 3 andas he rejoyced in them in his 
liie, ſo it pleaſed the Lord that he ſhould 
have them at his death. And fo in the midi 
of all tis Friends, in the preſence of the Mt- 
niſters, 
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niſters,even in the fight of chem all,he peace- 
ably and quieciy yeilded up bis ſpiric and ren- 
dred his ſoul into the hands of the mercifull 
God and faithfull Creator, of whom he had 
received it : whoimmediatly by the Mini- 
ſtery of his holy Angels receiving it at his 
hands waſhing it pure in the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, crownedit with the crown of eternal 
and heavenly happineſſe. And thus this holy 
man was tranſlated from a nobleman ofearth, 
to be a noble Saint in heaven : and of a Mar- 
queſle on earth in bare name and title, he was 
advanced to be a glorious and triumphing 
King in heaven : where he now reignes 1n 
lory with that God whom he ſo faithfully 
ſerved on earth. That God and merciful Fa- 
ther grant thatall we that read this admirable 
ſtory may be allured torake upon us the ſame 
molt holy profeſſion that this thrice noble 
Ma:queſle cid ; and may renounce and caſt 
oft whatever in this world we ſee doth hinder 
us from the holy fellowſhip of Chriſt Jeſus ; 
and firengthen us that we may be faithful to 
che end, that ſo we may obtaine the crown 
of life in chat glory, where this noble Galcac:- 
#5 and all the heavenly hoſt of Gods Sainrs 
do wait for us: Amen. This was his life, this 
was his end : ler thy life be like his, and thy 
heart walk in the ſame way ; then ſhall = 
ſou 
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ſoul die bis death, and chy latter end ſhall be l 
like his. | 


O Lord how glorious art thou in thy Saints, 
FINIS. 
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